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A handbook for Western Australian road users.

Licensing Centres in WA
Metropolitan
City West

Cnr Troode Street & Plaistowe Mews, West Perth

Joondalup

65 Boas Avenue

Kelmscott

34 Gillam Drive

Mandurah

Cnr Pinjarra Road & Ranceby Avenue

Midland

Midland Gate Shopping Centre, Cale Street

Morley

63 Russell Street

Rockingham

37 McNicholl Street

Welshpool

21 Murray Road South

Willagee

Cnr Stock Rd & Leach Highway

Regional
Albany

178 Stirling Terrace

Broome

9 Napier Terrace

Bunbury

24 Wellington Street

Carnarvon

Boat Harbour Road

Exmouth

21 Maidstone Road

Geraldton

65 Chapman Road

Kalgoorlie

Suite 4, 35 Brookman Street

Karratha

3-5 Welcome Road

Kununurra

Messmate Way

Licensing Centres are open MONDAY TO FRIDAY
(excluding public holidays).
From 8.15am to 4.30pm .
In country locations where there is not a Licensing Centre, check with your local shire
or police station to find out where the nearest licensing agent is located.
Phone 13 11 56 to make an appointment to take the Practical Driving Test.
No appointment is needed to sit the Learners Test or Hazard Perception Test.



$PHVVDJHIURPWKH'LUHFWRU*HQHUDO7UDQVSRUW

I am pleased to present the Western Australian community with a Ride Safe
handbook. This handbook is intended as a learning tool for potential riders, as well as
a reference guide for the wider motorcycle community.
This handbook has been published in response to the need for an enhanced rider
training and licensing scheme in WA. This need was expressed during public
consultation conducted by the Department of Transport in the metropolitan and
regional areas.
The information in this handbook aligns with Towards Zero, the State Government road
safety strategy 2008-2020. The strategy means that we, in the WA community, do not
accept that any person should die or be seriously injured on our roads.
The Towards Zero strategy uses a globally recognised “Safe System” approach. This
is an all-encompassing approach that seeks to manage the interaction between road
users, roads and roadsides, and travel speeds and vehicles.
The Safe System approach is also part of the Australian Transport Council’s National
Road Safety Action Plan 2009-2010 and underpins the new National Road Safety
Strategy 2011-2020.
In addition to promoting safe road use, safe speeds and safe vehicles, the Ride Safe
handbook also encourages motorcycling as a fun, economical and environmentally
friendly means of transportation.
It is my belief that this, and the subsequent editions of the Ride Safe handbook, will
play an important role in developing the skills and knowledge of future generations of
riders who are committed to safety on our roads.

5HHFH:DOGRFN
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The Department of Transport (DoT) acknowledges the input of the following
authorities, sponsors and groups in developing this handbook:

 The Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) of New South Wales as the original
developer of the Motorcycle Riders’ Handbook;

 The Department of Transport and Main Roads (Queensland) for granting
permission to use parts of the Queensland Motorcycle Riders’ Guide handbook,
as well as the Tasmanian Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources
being the primary source of the Queensland Motorcycle Riders’ Guide;
 VicRoads for granting permission to use The Victorian Rider Handbook*;
 The Road Safety Council of WA for sponsoring the Graduated Rider Training and
Licensing (GRTL) project this handbook is a part of;
 WA Police for providing first-hand insights into motorcycle crashes on WA roads;
 The motorcycle community for taking part in the public consultation and providing
valuable feedback during the development of this handbook; and
 Colleagues from various areas of DoT for providing valuable technical support and
feedback throughout the production of this handbook.

This handbook is owned and maintained by the Western Australian Department of
Transport. Any requests to reproduce information or images contained in the 5LGH
6DIH handbook must be made in writing to the General Manager, Driver and Vehicle
Services, Department of Transport, GPO Box R1290, Perth 6844.
The rules and regulations quoted in this edition are those in force as at April 2011.
The 5LGH6DIH handbook is NOT the law, but a simplified version of the road rules
contained in the 5RDG7UDIILF$FWand the Regulations. The 5LGH6DIHhandbook
will be reviewed and updated following changes in policy, legislation and/or road rules
and traffic regulations. The publication of this and subsequent editions is available
online at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs
*VicRoads is not responsible for the accuracy of information contained in Ride
Safe. Any re-use of materials from VicRoads by a third party requires the express
permission in writing from VicRoads.

&RQWDFWLQJ XV
Should you have any enquiries in regard to this publication you can contact us by
phone: on 13 11 56 or fax 1300 669 995. 5LGH6DIHis also available online at
www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs
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/LFHQFH

a driver’s licence issued in WA under the 5RDG7UDIILF$FW
and/or a licence granted to a person in another jurisdiction
authorising them to drive excluding authorisations for learning
Note: 7KH5RDG7UDIILF$FW (the Act) uses the term
“driver’s licence”. The Act does not differentiate between
a driver’s or rider’s licence. Therefore, the term “driver’s
licence” will be used throughout this handbook.

%ORRG$OFRKRO
&RQWHQW %$& 

the concentration of alcohol in a person’s blood, expressed in
grams of alcohol per 100 ml of blood.

)XOOOLFHQFH

the term used to describe a driver’s licence issued at the end
of the provisional licence period.

/HDUQHUSKDVH

the stage between passing the Motorcycle Theory Test and
Practical Riding Assessment.

/HDUQHUSKDVH

the stage between passing the Practical Riding Assessment
and Hazard Perception Test.

0RSHG

a motorcycle that:
(a) has a propelling engine with an engine capacity not
exceeding 50cc; and
(b) is designed so as not to be capable of a speed exceeding
60 km/h, whether or not it is also capable of being
propelled by pedalling, except that it does not include a
power assisted pedal cycle.

6FRRWHU

a motor vehicle that:
(a) has a step-through style frame;
(b) has smaller wheels than a conventional motorcycle;
(c) has an engine positioned closer to the rear wheel;
(d) has an engine size above 50cc; and
(e) can be powered by petrol or electric motors. Scooter
engines powered by petrol come in 2 and 4-stroke formats
and can have manual or automatic transmission.

0RWRUF\FOH

unless stated otherwise, motorcycle includes mopeds and
motor scooters. A motorcycle means a motor vehicle that is not
equipped with a permanent cab and cab roof and that:
(a) is designed to travel on two wheels or, with a sidecar
attached, three wheels; or
(b) has three wheels arranged so that the axis of rotation
of two wheels lies on the same straight line and each
of those two wheels is equidistant from the third, except
that it does not include a motorised wheelchair and does



not include a motor vehicle built or modified to be used
primarily to carry goods or materials used in any trade,
business or industry.
Note: Unless distinctively specified, the term “motorcycle” will be used throughout the
handbook in relation to mopeds, motor scooters and motorcycles.
0RWRUWULNH

a motor vehicle with three wheels, but does not include a two
wheeled motor vehicle with a sidecar attached to it that is
supported by a third wheel.

1RYLFH'ULYHU

a person until they have held a driver’s licence for at least
two (2) years or periods adding up to two (2) years. This may
include:
- a first time learner’s permit holder
- the holder of a provisional driver’s licence
- the holder of an extraordinary driver’s licence

3LOOLRQSDVVHQJHU

the person occupying the seat of a motorcycle; moped or
motor carrier located behind the rider’s seat. In WA a pillion
passenger must be at least 8 years old and be able to keep
their feet on the foot rests or in the case of a side car, confined
within the sidecar.

5HWXUQLQJULGHU

a concept to describe anyone who is authorised to drive
motorcycles but who has little recent riding experience and
resumes riding after years of absence1 This includes someone
who:
(a) previously rode and covered no less than 20,000 km in
those years;
(b) stopped riding for a period of five years or more; and
(c) has returned to riding in the past six months and has
ridden between 500 and 1,000 km in that period.2

5LGHU

a person who is learning to ride, or a person who holds the
authorisation to ride a motorcycle.

5RDGFUDVK

is any crash:
% resulting in bodily injury or property damage;
% occurring on a road, and the road was open to the public
at the time of the crash;
% involving at least one moving vehicle; and
% was not a result of a medical condition, a deliberate act or
a police chase.3

5RDGFUDIW

is a system of vehicle control.

1
2

3

Dr Ron Christie, 2004, 5HYLHZRI%HVW3UDFWLFHLQ0RWRUF\FOH/LFHQVLQJ Office of Road Safety, Perth, Western Australia, p. 4.
Motorcycle Awareness Training Education Safety, 2010, Monash University Safety Study Into Returning Riders, http://www.
mates.org.au/2010/02/10/monash-university-safety-study-into-returning-riders/
The Road Safety Council, 1999, &UDVK6WDWLVWLFV0RWRUF\FOH 6FRRWHU6DIHW\$FWLRQ*URXS)RUXP, Government of Western
Australia, Perth, p. 7.

*5FH
*IFDCG9



7KHSULPDU\SXUSRVHRI WKH5LGH6DIHKDQGERRNLVWRHGXFDWH
PRWRUF\FOHULGHUVVRWKDWWKH\JDLQDJUHDWHUDSSUHFLDWLRQRI WKHLU
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHVRQ:$URDGV
This aim will be achieved by:
 Educating motorcycle riders on their obligations to comply with all WA driving
laws, road rules and regulations;
 Informing motorcycle riders of their responsibilities in respect of their own safety
and the safety of other road users;
 Providing clear information on safe riding skills to enable new and returning riders
to ride safely;
 Encouraging riders to promote safety by engaging in low risk riding;
 Helping potential riders to prepare for the Motorcycle Theory Test (the theory test)
and Practical Riding Assessment (practical assessment);
 Informing inter-state and overseas riders of the requirements to apply for a grant
of a WA motorcycle licence; and
 Encouraging motorcycle riders to make informed and appropriate decisions when
riding.

5HDGLQJWKLVKDQGERRNZLOOKHOS\RXWROHDUQWKHWKHRU\
FRPSRQHQWRI ULGLQJDPRWRUF\FOH:KDW\RXOHDUQIURPWKLVERRN
VKRXOGEHVXSSRUWHGE\SUDFWLFDOULGLQJH[SHULHQFH


:KRLVWKLV+DQGERRNIRU"

This handbook is for anyone who is involved in any aspect of riding, including:
 Prospective motorcycle riders, current learner’s permit holders, provisional licence
holders or full licence holders, and returning riders;
 Members of the public who are concerned about safety on our roads;
 Parents, carers or friends of riders;
 Riding groups;
 Anyone who has an interest in motorcycles;
 Persons who are, or will, provide supervision to learner riders;
 Riders from other Australian jurisdictions or riders from overseas who wish to
legally ride on WA roads;
 Riding instructors; and
 Driving assessors.
If you belong to any one or more of the groups listed above, then you should read this
handbook.





%HQHILWV

 If you are applying for a Learner’s Permit, by reading this handbook you will
increase your chance of passing the theory test. It is important to note that
the questions in the theory test are based on the content of this handbook.
This handbook also provides you with an opportunity to test your knowledge
by providing review questions at the end of each section. These are similar
to questions that are included in the theory test. You can verify whether your
responses to the review questions are correct against the answers that are listed
in the last section.
 If you are assisting a person to obtain a driver’s licence, whether in a
professional or private capacity, by reading this handbook you can become
better informed and more able to support your student, child, spouse or friend
throughout the licensing process.
 If you are concerned about safety on WA roads and improving rider safety,
by reading this handbook you will become more knowledgeable to voice an
informed opinion in debates on these issues.
 If you are an experienced rider, by reading this handbook you can refresh your
knowledge of the road rules, road safety and low risk riding.
 If you are a non-rider, by reading this handbook you may decide to become one.



&RQWHQW

A variety of specific terms are used throughout this book. These are explained at the
beginning of the handbook in the “Terms” section. You will encounter these terms in
the theory test and later you will hear them being used by your riding instructor. It is
a good idea to become familiar with these terms so you will not have to refer to the
handbook repeatedly.
The handbook is divided into 10 parts:
3DUW3XUSRVH
Provides an overview of the purpose, target audience and content of this book.
3DUW7KH/LFHQVLQJ6\VWHPLQ:$
This section is essential reading for people who wish to obtain a WA driver’s licence.
After reading this section you will become familiar with:









The reason for having a graduated licensing system;
Vehicle classes and authorisations on driver’s licences;
Types of motorcycles;
Licensing system for novice drivers and existing licence holders;
Conditions respective to stages of the licensing system and the types/classes of
vehicles you are authorised to ride/drive; and
 Requirements you need to meet to apply for the grant of a WA driver’s licence.
3DUW<RXU/LFHQFHDQGWKH/DZ
This section will briefly explain the link between the law and the licensing system in
WA. After reading this section you will become familiar with:
 The State legislation that underpins the licensing system;
 The legal obligations you must comply with as a driver’s licence holder; and
 The consequences of not complying with the law.
3DUW/LFHQFHVIURP,QWHUVWDWHRU2YHUVHDV
This section outlines the steps that riders from interstate or overseas must follow to
ensure they comply with WA licensing laws, whether they are visiting or intend to
permanently reside in WA.
3DUW0RWRUF\FOH5XOHVDQG5HJXODWLRQV
This section outlines the current road rules and regulations that are of particular
interest to motorcycle riders using WA roads. After you read this section you will
become familiar with:







Road rules and signs specific to motorcycles;
Regulations for carrying passengers and loads;
Restrictions on where to ride;
The differences between riding in the metropolitan and regional areas;
Penalties for violating road rules; and
Action you might take if your licence is cancelled.

This section also outlines penalties applied to riders who do not comply with road rules
and regulations.
3DUW<RXU6DIHW\
This section explains your responsibilities in ensuring your own safety, including your
physical condition, wearing of protective clothing and the roadworthiness of your
motorcycle.



3DUW6DIH5LGLQJ6NLOOV
This section explains the link between riders’ attitudes, skills and knowledge, and safe
riding. After you read this section you will become familiar with:
 Attitudes and behaviours that will increase your safety;
 The critical role of observation, attention and reaction in safe riding and avoiding
crashes; and
 Critical safe riding skills that you will be required to master while learning to ride.
It is important to realise that reading this section alone will not guarantee your safety.
Having read this section you will become aware that the combination of on-the-road
riding experience, as well as your attitude and behaviour is critical to becoming a safe
rider.
3DUW5LGLQJLQ5HJXODU7UDIILF
This section describes challenges arising from riding in regular day-to-day traffic. It
draws riders’ attention to the most commonly occurring situations and provides hints
on how to avoid them.
3DUW0DQDJLQJ(PHUJHQFLHV
This section provides a guide on what you should do in an emergency arising from a
crash or other road incident.
3DUW$QVZHUVWRWKH5HYLHZ4XHVWLRQV
This section provides the answers to all the review questions throughout the
handbook.

*5FH
.<9
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Like other Australian jurisdictions, WA has adopted a Graduated Driver Training
and Licensing system (GDT&LS). The GDT&LS requires first time driver’s licence
applicants to complete each stage of the licensing process relevant to the class of
vehicle and authorisation for which they apply to drive. The three main stages are
learner, provisional and full. These stages include various aspects of training and/or
assessment. The intent of the GDT&LS is to provide:
 an opportunity to progressively gain knowledge and practical riding skills in a
controlled environment before obtaining a driver’s licence; and
 a learning environment that provides a wider range of driving experience
before being granted a provisional driver’s licence.

&ODVVHVRI 9HKLFOHVDQG/LFHQFH$XWKRULVDWLRQVLQ$XVWUDOLD
In Australia a person can only hold one driver’s licence granted by an Australian
jurisdiction. The ability to hold licences in various jurisdictions is no longer possible. In
WA, State legislation defines:
 Requirements that must be met in order to be granted a licence; and
 The process for granting authorisations to a licence holder so they may drive/ride
a certain type of vehicle (a class).
Nationally, the vehicle class for motorcycles (including mopeds and scooters) is class
“R”. The table below shows how different authorisations are identified for different
motorcycles by applying conditions to the licence:
9HKLFOH
&ODVV

$XWKRULVDWLRQ

1

5

(
RU($
8QUHVWULFWHG
RSHQ
RU5$

6SHFLILFDWLRQ
$PRSHG
Engine capacity not exceeding 50cc
Designed so as not to be capable of a speed exceeding 60
km/hr
6PDOOHUPRWRUF\FOHRUVFRRWHU
Engine capacity not exceeding 250cc
Manual or automatic (E-A) transmission
Usually capable of reaching speeds above 60 km/hr
0RWRUF\FOHRUODUJHUVFRRWHU
Required for larger scooters and motorcycles with an engine
capacity greater than 250cc
Vehicle could have manual or automatic transmission (R-A).

In Australia, the most common class of vehicles which drivers are authorised to drive
is a class “C” vehicle (a motor vehicle with a maximum gross mass of 4.5 tonnes).
9HKLFOH
&ODVV

$XWKRULVDWLRQ

6SHFLILFDWLRQ

&

&
RU&$

A motor vehicle other than a motorcycle that has a gross
mass not exceeding 4.5t and that is equipped to seat no
more than 12 adults including the driver with a manual or
automatic (C-A) transmission



You should now be familiar with the vehicle classes R and C. You should also be
familiar with the licence authorisations to drive different classes of vehicles.
There are authorisations for higher classes of vehicle available which are not listed
here. For information on applying for these other authorisations, please refer to the
DoT handbook “Drive Safe” at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs



<RXU(OLJLELOLW\WR$SSO\IRUD/LFHQFHWR'ULYHDQ5&ODVV
9HKLFOH

The current graduated licensing system is intended to develop safe driving behaviour
by exposing riders to a series of successive stages and gradually removing restrictions
as they become more experienced. For example, inexperienced riders cannot ride
larger motorcycles (more than 250cc) early in the licensing process. Therefore,
the eligibility to apply for any given authorisation depends on your age and riding
experience.
The WA licensing system stipulates different eligibility criteria depending on the age
and driving experience of the applicant. For example, the options available for novice
drivers are different to those for experienced drivers applying to drive a vehicle of
another class or those applying to remove a condition from a driver’s licence.


1RYLFH'ULYHUV

In accordance with the 5RDG7UDIILF$FW, “a person is a novice driver unless the
person has, for the period of at least 2 years or periods adding up to at least 2 years,
held:
(a) an Australian driver’s licence; or
(b) a licence or other authorisation granted to the person by an external licensing
authority authorising the person to drive a motor vehicle other than solely for the
purpose of learning to drive it”.4
The diagram below presents the eligibility for novice drivers to apply for the
authorisation to ride a motorcycle.

4

7KH5RDG7UDI¿F$FW (1974), Part VIA, Division 1, s.104A



2.2.2.

/LFHQFH+ROGHUV6HHNLQJ$XWKRULVDWLRQWR'ULYHDQ$GGLWLRQDO
&ODVVRI9HKLFOH

The graduated system recognises prior learning and experience. This means that
some components (for example hazard perception testing or completing a log book)
may not be required in order to obtain authorisation to drive an R class vehicle.
At present, drivers authorised to drive C class vehicles are automatically eligible to ride
mopeds (R-N) even though it may not be displayed on the driver’s licence. Drivers
who are authorised to drive C class vehicles can also apply for the authorisation to
drive an R class vehicle with an E condition as shown below:



5(/LFHQFH+ROGHUV6HHNLQJWR5HPRYHWKH( (QJLQH 5HVWULFWLRQ

The graduated system also recognises prior learning and experience when applying
to remove restrictions, for example if you hold the authorisation to ride an R-E class
vehicle:





&RPPRQ7\SHVRI 0RWRUF\FOHV

There are three main categories of motorcycles included under the R class
authorisation, including:
0RSHG
These are small light motorcycles equipped with a propelling engine that does not
exceed 50 cc in capacity. These vehicles are designed so as not to be capable of a
speed exceeding 60 km/h.

6FRRWHU 0RWRU6FRRWHU
These are commonly described as motorcycles that have a step-through style frame.
They generally have smaller wheels than a conventional motorcycle, and an engine
positioned closer to the rear wheel. When the engine capacity or top speed exceeds
the specifications for a moped, the motorcycle is often referred to as a scooter. They
can vary considerably in engine size (upwards from 50 cc) or even be powered by
electric motors. Petrol engines come in 2 stroke or 4 stroke formats and manual or
automatic transmission.



0RWRUF\FOH
Generally speaking a motorcycle means a motor vehicle that is not equipped with
a permanent cab and cab roof so it also includes moped and motor scooters. A
motorcycle is designed to travel on two wheels or, with a sidecar attached, three
wheels. Similar to the scooters pictured, they can vary considerably in engine size
and can be powered by electric motors. Petrol engines can come in 2 stroke and 4
stroke formats and manual or automatic transmission. The pictures below present
popular types of motorcycles.
6SRUWV
Sports motorcycles are designed purely for performance, with the emphasis on
acceleration, deceleration and manoeuvrability. They have powerful engines and
require skilled handling.

7RXUHU
Touring motorcycles are designed for long-distance comfort, and often feature back
rests, large windscreens and larger fairings. Fairings are body panels that produce a
smooth outline and reduce drag. They may also protect the rider from the wind and
rain and from other debris.



1DNHG
Naked motorcycles lack body work or a fairing that would normally hide the engines
and inner workings. Also known as a “standard” or “street bike”, its basic form is
stripped down to its fundamental parts. The emphasis is on functionality, performance
and ergonomics.

5RDG7UDLO
These are dual purpose motorcycles and can be used both on and off road.



&UXLVHU
Cruisers are designed for laid-back riding. These motorcycles mimic the style of
American motorcycles from the 1930s to the early 1960s. The riding position always
places the feet forward. Usually the hands are up and the spine erect or leaning back
slightly, which some riders find to be more comfortable for long-distance riding. Some
cruisers may have limited performance and turning ability because of a low-slung
design. Cruisers are sometimes called custom even in the absence of aftermarket
modifications.



/LFHQVLQJ3URFHVVIRU1RYLFH'ULYHUV

You are now aware that as a novice driver you are eligible to apply for the following
authorisations to drive:
 R-N (moped) – when you meet the age requirement of 15 years and six months;
or
 R-E (a motorcycle or scooter with an engine capacity not exceeding 250cc) when you meet the age requirement of 16 years.
The following two diagrams illustrate the process you need to follow to obtain a driver’s
licence with an appropriate authorisation.


5LGLQJD0RSHGDVD1RYLFH'ULYHU

The diagram opposite shows the steps required to obtain your first licence with an
authorisation to ride an R-N class vehicle (moped):



The 5RDG7UDIILF$FWand5RDG7UDIILF $XWKRULVDWLRQWR'ULYH 5HJXODWLRQVstipulate
several aspects of the law applicable to learner riders. Other relevant laws are also displayed on
the learner’s permit itself. When learning to ride any R class vehicle you PXVW always ride under
supervision with a person who:
a) holds an instructor’s licence issued under the 0RWRU9HKLFOH'ULYHUV,QVWUXFWRUV$FWRU
b) is an instructor in a youth driver education course conducted or supervised by a body
authorised by the Director General for that purpose; or
c) is authorised to perform any driving of a kind for which the driving instruction is to be given
(i.e. a licensed driver authorised to ride R class vehicles) and has held that authorisation for a
period of, or periods adding up to:
> In the case of riding a moped, at least 2 years; or
> In any other case, at least 4 years; and
d) is riding on another motorcycle or on the pillion seat behind the learner or in a side car
attached.





5LGLQJD0RWRUF\FOHDQGRUD6FRRWHUDVD1RYLFH'ULYHU

The diagram below shows the steps required to be granted your first licence and
the authorisation (R-E) to ride a motorcycle (or scooter) with an engine capacity not
exceeding 250cc:





/LFHQVLQJ3URFHVVIRU)XOO/LFHQFH+ROGHUV

This section explains the licensing process for existing driver’s licence holders who
intend to:
 obtain the authorisation to ride an R class vehicle in addition to the vehicle
class(es) they are already authorised to drive; and/or
 upgrade the authorisation to ride a motorcycle, for example from R-N to R-E
or from R-E to R (unrestricted).
The licensing system recognises that full licence holders have had more exprience
of road and traffic conditions than novice drivers. Therefore, the licensing process
to obtain the R class authorisation for full licence holders differs from the process for
novice drivers.
The diagrams in the following pages explain the eligibility criteria for full licence
holders depending on which R class of vehicle they wish to apply to ride and which
authorisation/s they already hold.


5LGLQJD0RSHGZKHQ\RXDUH$XWKRULVHGWR'ULYHD&&ODVV
9HKLFOH &DU RU+LJKHU

As your licence already authorises you to drive C class vehicles (or higher) you are
automatically authorised to ride an R-N class vehicle (moped). No further steps are
required in terms of training or licensing for you to legally ride a moped. However, it
is highly recommended that, not only you familiarise yourself with the contents of this
handbook, you also seek professional training and advice before riding a moped on
public roads.


5LGLQJD0RWRUF\FOHRU6FRRWHUZKHQ\RXDUH$XWKRULVHGWR5LGH
DQ51&ODVV9HKLFOH 0RSHG RQO\

The following diagram describes the process to progress from the authorisation to
drive an R-N class vehicle (moped) to the authorisation to drive an R-E class vehicle
(a motorcycle or scooter not exceeding 250cc).







5LGLQJD0RWRUF\FOHRU6FRRWHUZKHQ\RXDUH$XWKRULVHGWR
'ULYHD&&ODVV9HKLFOH RU+LJKHU

The diagram below illustrates the process to add the authorisation to ride a class
R-E vehicle to your licence (or R-E-A for automatic). It will authorise you to ride a
motorcycle with an engine capacity not exceeding 250cc and permit you to learn to
ride a larger motorcycle (above 250cc) under qualified supervision.





5LGLQJD/DUJHU0RWRUF\FOHRU6FRRWHU

The diagram below shows the process to upgrade from the authorisation to ride an
R-E class vehicle (a motorcycle with an engine capacity not exceeding 250 cc or
R-E-A for automatic) to an unrestricted R class vehicle. As an existing licence holder
with an R-E (or R-E-A) you don’t need to apply for a learner’s permit before you
learn to ride. Also, in recognition of previous learning and on-the-road experience,
applicants for an R class are not required to sit a theory test or the Hazard Perception
Test (HPT).



'HWDLOHG6WHSVLQWKH:$/LFHQVLQJ3URFHVVIRU1RYLFH'ULYHUV

6WHS±/HDUQHU¶V3HUPLW
In order to apply for the grant of a learner’s permit to ride an R-N or R-E class vehicle
you must meet the prescribed age requirements. You must be at least:
 15 years and six months old to apply for a licence to ride a moped (with an engine
capacity not exceeding 50cc); or
 16 years of age to apply for a licence to ride a motorcycle or scooter (with an
engine capacity of more than 50cc).
You will also be required to pay for and pass a computerised theory test or tests.



$SSOLFDWLRQ3URFHVV
You must complete an application form (MDL1) at a Licensing Centre or regional
Licensing Agent. The Licensing Centres and regional Licensing Agents are
listed in the front of the handbook. This information is also available online
at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs
As part of the application process you are required to:
3URYLGHSURRIRILGHQWL¿FDWLRQDJHDQGUHVLGHQF\LQ:$
At the time of application you must present one form of primary and one form of
secondary identification. One of these documents must contain your signature.
Examples of documents you can present are:
3ULPDU\
Birth certificate, Passport (not expired by more than 2 years), Australian
Citizenship Certificate, or Immigration Visa;
6HFRQGDU\
Medicare card, Health Care Card or bank/credit/debit cards/passbook and/or
any documents displaying your WA residential address, such as telephone or
electricity account, lease agreement, bank statement or others.
A full list of acceptable forms of primary and secondary proofs of identification,
and acceptable forms of evidence of residency are available online
at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs

3D\WKHDSSOLFDWLRQIHH
This fee covers an entitlement to undertake one practical riding assessment.
Fees for the application for the grant of a driver’s licence are subject to
change. It is advised that you check current fees at www.transport.wa.gov/dvs

3DVVWKHUHTXLUHGWHVWV
At the time you apply for a grant of a learner’s permit, you will be required to
undertake an eyesight test. If you need any visual aids to pass the eye test, your
licence will be endorsed to show that you must wear visual aids when riding.

Please Note:
When applying for your learner’s permit you must declare whether you have any
medical conditions and/or take any medication. You may be required to undertake a
medical examination prior to the grant of your learner’s permit.



6WHS/HDUQLQJWR5LGH
This is the stage where learners gain on-road riding experience and develop the skills
required to control a motorcycle, identify and respond to hazards and practice safe
riding. You can now begin learning to ride with a qualified instructor/supervisor (see the
asterisk (*) in section 2.4.1 for more information regarding qualified supervision).
While learning to ride you must:





be accompnied at all times by a qualified supervisor;
have zero Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) while a novice;
ride at speed not exceeding 100 km/h (where permitted);
learn to ride on a motorcycle that meets the industry standards for the relevant
class of vehicle you are applying to drive. For example, if you want to hold a
licence to drive a R-N (moped), you must learn to ride on a motorcycle with an
engine capacity not exceeding 50cc and not capable of exceeding 60 km/h;
 display L plates at all times;
 not ride in places where learner riding is prohibited, e.g. King’s Park and if on
moped a freeway; and
 adhere to the graduated demerit point scheme.
Please refer to sections 2.4.1 or 2.4.2 for additional information.
Before you undergo a practical riding assessment you should gain as much riding
experience as you can in various road conditions and environments.
6WHS±3UDFWLFDO5LGLQJ$VVHVVPHQW SUDFWLFDODVVHVVPHQW
When you have reached the age of 16 years (for a moped) or 16 years and 6 months
(for a motorcycle or scooter with an engine capacity exceeding 50cc) and have
developed the skills necessary to control your motorcycle, you can undertake the
practical assessment.
The purpose of the practical assessment is to determine whether your riding skills,
your response to road hazards, and your ability to apply road rules deem you a
competent rider. Examples of the manoeuvres you will be asked to perform are:
 performing a quick stop under full control without locking either wheel. You need
to be able to stop within 12 metres from 50km/h on a dry-surfaced road or within
16 metres from 50 km/h on a wet-surfaced road;
 balancing the motorcycle at low speeds by riding around a figure ‘O’ without
putting either foot on the ground. You are required to perform a series of U turns
approximately 5-10 metres apart demonstrating correct use of accelerator, clutch
(if fitted) and brakes, while your motorcycle needs to be as near to full lock as it is
safe to perform this manoeuvre; and
 correctly parking and starting on a hill.



These are RQO\ some examples of the skills you will need to demonstrate to
successfully pass the practical assessment.
When you are ready to undertake your practical assessment, you will need to make
an appointment by calling 13 11 56 or by attending a DoT Licensing Centre or regional
Licensing Agent that conducts assessments.
If you wish to change or cancel an appointment you MUST give more than two working
days notice to Licensing, otherwise you will forfeit your assessment and have to pay
for another assessment. To cancel or change an appointment for an assessment,
please phone 13 11 56.
On the day of your assessment you should:
 make sure that your motorcycle is roadworthy;
 ride to the Licensing Centre with your instructor/supervisor;
 wear appropriate protective gear consisting of enclosed footwear, approved
helmet, long trousers and a long-sleeved shirt or fully-sleeved jacket. Gloves
and eye protection are also highly recommended (see section 6.1.5 for more
information);
 arrive at least ten minutes before your appointment. If you are late you will not be
assessed and you will have to pay a fee for another assessment;
 inform the staff at the Licensing Centre or regional Licensing Agent that you have
an appointment for a practical riding assessment;
 produce your learner’s permit and primary identification prior to taking the
assessment; and
 ensure you take the assessment in a vehicle of the correct class.
Your practical assessment must be conducted in a vehicle that meets the
minimum standard for the relevant vehicle class. A fact sheet outlining the
minimum standard for relevant vehicle classes can be viewed online at
www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs
Once you pass your practical riding assessment, your result will be recorded at a
Licensing Centre or regional Licensing Agent.
If you fail the practical assessment you will receive feedback from the assessor and
be encouraged to further develop your skills. You may pay the fee re-book and book
another assessment.
6WHS/RJ%RRN
As a novice having passed the practical assessment, you will need to pay a fee to be
issued a log book. Existing holders of a C class are exempt from the Log Book stage.
In this step you should accumulate and record a minimum of 25 hours of supervised
riding/driving over a period of six months. This provides an opportunity for prospective
riders/drivers to further develop hazard perception and roadcraft skills.



While completing the log book stage you must abide by the following conditions:







be accompanied by a qualified supervisor at all times;
display L plates;
observe zero BAC while a novice driver;
observe the graduated demerit points scheme (4, 8 or 12 points);
do not exceed 100 km/h; and;
do not ride in places where learner riding is prohibited, e.g. King’s Park.

Your instructor/supervisor must sign off each of the riding sessions you have
completed.
If you are completing the licensing process for both a car and a motorcycle at the
same time, you can accrue the required 25 hours of supervised riding/driving in either
vehicle (but not a moped) or a combination of both. This means that you are not
required to complete a separate log book for a car and one for a motorcycle.
Although you will need to record only 25 hours of supervised riding experience to
satisfy the requirements of your log book, research consistently shows that with
increasing time of riding, learner drivers become increasingly more skilful. Therefore,
we recommend that you get 120 hours of supervised riding experience. For more
information on the benefits of increased riding experience please visit the Office of
Road Safety website at www.ors.wa.gov.au
6WHS+D]DUG3HUFHSWLRQ7HVW +37
When you have completed your 25 hours of supervised riding, and you have had your
log book reviewed and signed off by staff at the DoT Licensing Centre or regional
Licensing Agent, you are required to pay for and sit the Hazard Perception Test (HPT).
You cannot undertake the HPT until a mandatory period of six months has lapsed
since you passed your practical riding assessment and you have reached the age of
17 years.
The HPT is a computer-based test featuring a series of moving traffic scenes. You are
required to respond to each scene by clicking a mouse to indicate when it is safe to
commence a manoeuvre or when it is necessary to take appropriate action to reduce
the risk of a crash. In some situations there may not be any hazards and therefore no
response will be required.
Although it is computer based, you don’t need computer skills to be able to take
the test. Staff are on hand to explain what you need to do and simple on-screen
instructions will guide you. The test is used to measure your ability to assess traffic
situations and make safe riding decisions on the road.
Your response is compared to the recommended response times required to pass the
test.



To test your skills and learn more about what you’ll need to know, you can practice on
the online interactive HPT simulator at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs.
To assist you in passing the HPT you can also obtain a HPT practice CD
from any Licensing Centre or regional Licensing Agent and/or you can learn
more about the HPT from the Hazard Perception booklet that is available
at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs.
You can undertake the HPT at any DoT Licensing Centre or specified regional
Licensing Agent. You do not need to make an appointment. Remember to take your
completed and signed log book with you and primary identification.
A fee is payable to undertake the HPT. Current fees for undertaking the HPT are
located online at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs. If you do not pass the HPT you will be
required to pay for, and undertake a subsequent HPT on another day.
6WHS3URYLVLRQDO/LFHQFH
When you have successfully completed the HPT you will be granted with a provisional
driver’s licence. To complete the application process for a provisional driver’s licence
you will need to have your photo taken and pay your driver’s licence fee. Your photo
will be taken at the Licensing Centre or regional Licensing Agent where you sat your
HPT.
During your provisional licence period, you must display P plates in a visible position at
the front and back of your motorcycle at all times. Once you are granted a provisional
driver’s licence you must:

P

 Display plates with a white letter P on a red plate
for the first six months of
your provisional period. During this period riders are subject to night-time driving
restrictions between midnight and 5:00am. For more information on night-time
riding restrictions please visit www.transport.wa.gov.au/novice
 Display plates with a white P on green plate
your provisional period.

P for the remaining 18 months of

 Have a blood alcohol content (BAC) NOT exceeding 0.00% when riding a
motorcycle as a novice.
Your provisional period ends when you have held a driver’s licence for a period of two
years or periods adding up to two years and you have reached the age of 19 years.
It is important to remember that during the provisional period young riders are more
prone to being involved in road incidents due to their lack of experience, judgment and
overconfidence about their own ability to safely control a motorcycle.



<RXPXVWFRPSO\ZLWKDOOWKHFRQGLWLRQVWKDWDSSO\WKURXJKRXW
WKHOHDUQHUDQGSURYLVLRQDOSHULRGV
The table below provides an overview of the key information, rules and conditions for
novice drivers during the learner and provisional stages.
&ULWHULD
Driving under
supervision
Zero Blood Alcohol
Content (BAC)
Maximum Speed
Boundaries

/HDUQHU / 5LGHUV

3URYLVLRQDO 3 5LGHUV

At all times

N/A

While a novice

While a novice

100 km/h
Not within Kings Park and
wherever signs prohibit
learner drivers/riders

110 km/h
N/A
At all times

Displaying Plates

Period between
passing the practical
riding assessment and
undertaking the HPT
Validity
Night time riding
restrictions

Driving offences and
demerit points

“L” plate (black letter
on yellow background)
measuring 15 cm x 15 cm
visible at all times

Upon being granted a provisional
licence you must display a white
“P” on a red plate for six months
After the expiry of six months
you must display a white “P” on a
green plate for the remainder of
your provisional period

6 months

N/A

Three years

One year
Riding between midnight and
5.00 am is prohibited for the first
6 months*
Four or more demerit points in the
first year of holding a licence
= FDQFHOODWLRQ of your licence
for a minimum of 3 months

N/A

Four or more demerit points
= three months suspension
of your learner’s permit

Eight or more demerit points
In the second year of holding
a licence = FDQFHOODWLRQ of
your licence for a minimum of 3
months

* Provisional riders can ride between midnight and 5.00 am only if:
- They are riding to and from their home to their place of work by the shortest route;
or
- Riding is required as part of their work duties; or
- They are riding to or from a place of education or training where they are enrolled
in tuition.



5(9,(:48(67,216
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Which other item must you
produce on the day of your
practical assessment in addition
to your learners permit?
What is the minimum number
of hours that are required in
the log book stage if you have
just passed your practical
assessment for your first
licence?
What documentation must
you produce when applying to
remove a 250cc motorcycle
restriction?
Whilst learning to ride, you
must?

Secondary
identification

Primary
identification

A recent bill
in your name

20

25

30

Primary
identification
only

Secondary
identification
only

Display ‘L’
plates at all
times

Display ‘P’
plates

Both
primary and
secondary
identification
Wear a
fluorescent
vest

*5FH
3CIF
&=79B79
5B8H<9
&5K



As in other states, every person in WA who is granted a driver’s licence must comply
with the relevant State and National laws related to using public roads. In WA the
legislative provisions relating to the road rules, licensing of motorcycle riders and their
vehicles are provided for in the form of Acts, Regulations and Codes. These include:







5RDG7UDIILF$FW
5RDG7UDIILF /LFHQVLQJ 5HJXODWLRQV
5RDG7UDIILF 9HKLFOH6WDQGDUGV 5HJXODWLRQV
5RDG7UDIILF 9HKLFOH6WDQGDUGV 5XOHV
5RDG7UDIILF $XWKRULVDWLRQWR'ULYH 5HJXODWLRQV
5RDG7UDIILF&RGH

The Department of Transport (DoT) is the licensing authority for vehicles and drivers in
WA. Among other responsibilities, the DoT is responsible for:
 recording of demerit points on the Demerit Point Register;
 serving notices of excessive demerit points (disqualifications);
 prosecution for licensing offences, for example a failure to return number plates
on demand; and
 vehicle safety and standards.
These services are carried out state-wide. The legislative provisions relating to
vehicle and driver licensing can be viewed online at the State Law Publishing
website www.slp.wa.gov.au

:KDWLVD'ULYHU·V/LFHQFH"
,QDFFRUGDQFHZLWKWKH5RDG7UDI¿F$FW
DQ$XVWUDOLDQGULYHUOLFHQFHPHDQVDOLFHQFH
LVVXHGLQ:$RUDQRWKHU$XVWUDOLDQMXULVGLFWLRQ
DXWKRULVLQJWKHSHUVRQWRGULYHDPRWRUYHKLFOHRQDURDG
EXWGRHVQRWLQFOXGHDOHDUQHU¶VSHUPLW
When you are granted your driver’s licence, it is important you look after it. You must
notify the Department of Transport of a change of name or address, in writing within
7 days, stating a full name, date of birth, driver’s licence number and/or vehicle plate
number (relevant forms are available online at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs). ,I\RX
DEXVHWKHSULYLOHJHRIKROGLQJDOLFHQFHE\FRPPLWWLQJWUDIILFRIIHQFHV\RX
PLJKWORVHLW. You will continue enjoying the benefits of your driver’s licence when:






you
you
you
you
you

have a valid and current driver’s licence*;
show that you understand the road rules;
show the skills necessary to ride safely;
obey the relevant State and national traffic laws; and
ride responsibly and safely.

* It is very important to have a valid licence, which is a licence that is not expired,
cancelled or suspended. It is also very important that you RQO\ ride the type of vehicle
that your licence authorises you to ride.



7RKROGDGULYHU¶VOLFHQFHLVQRWDULJKWLWLVDSULYLOHJH
Your privilege to hold a licence may be reviewed if:
 you are convicted of certain traffic offences;
 you are involved in a crash; or
 you have a medical or physical impediment that may affect your ability to ride.

,WLVDVHULRXVRIIHQFHWRRIIHUDQ\JLIWRUUHPXQHUDWLRQ DEULEH 
LQRUGHUWRREWDLQDGULYHU¶VOLFHQFH$Q\SHUVRQ
ZKRPDNHVVXFKDQRIIHUZLOOEHOLDEOHIRUSURVHFXWLRQ


'LVREH\LQJWKH/DZ

Like other jurisdictions around the world there are laws in Australia that govern what
a person can and cannot do on the roads. Each State applies a different legislative
framework, as well as slightly different rules, regulations, rider licensing process, and
the way of dealing with people who disobey the law. The information provided below
refers RQO\ to Western Australia.
There are a variety of penalties that can be imposed on riders and drivers who commit
traffic offences. They include:
 ILQHV – these are imposed for a range of traffic offences which are often significant
and can at times attract demerit points;
 GLVTXDOLILFDWLRQV– a rider may be disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s
licence due to either excessive demerit points or committing certain offences;
 YHKLFOHLPSRXQGPHQW
 OLFHQFHVXVSHQVLRQRUFDQFHOODWLRQand in some cases
 LPSULVRQPHQW.
Penalties can be imposed by courts or by infringement notices. The fines imposed by
infringement notices are fixed and can also incur a traffic conviction. Fines imposed by
a court can incur additional costs.
You may also be disqualified from driving without incurring demerit points in situations
when:





you are convicted of a serious drink or drug related driving offence;
you are convicted of a serious offence;
you are a repeat offender; or
you have a provisional licence and are convicted of certain traffic offences.
(You will be required to re-apply for your licence when the disqualification period
has finished and you may be required to undertake further assessments).





'LVTXDOL¿FDWLRQ

The full and correct term is “disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence”.
This means that a person is not permitted to:
 hold a driver’s licence;
 apply for a driver’s licence; or
 be granted a driver’s licence.
The disqualification therefore applies to the SHUVRQ not to the licence.
A disqualification can occur in two ways:
 by a court; or
 by the operation of the law.
$GLVTXDOLILFDWLRQE\DFRXUW
When a person is convicted of certain traffic offences the court may disqualify the
person from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence. For example a person convicted
of a first offence of Driving Under the Influence (DUI) of alcohol (the 5RDG7UDIILF$FW
, section 63) is liable to a minimum disqualification period of six months.
$GLVTXDOLILFDWLRQE\WKHRSHUDWLRQRIWKHODZ
In some situations a person may be disqualified by operation of the law rather than
requiring them to go to court, for example:
 when a full licence holder accrues 12 or more demerit points they will be subject
to an Excessive Demerit Points Disqualification; and
 a novice driver will be disqualified when he/she accrues:
-

four or more demerit points when holding a learner’s permit or when holding
a licence for less than one year; and
eight or more demerit points when holding a licence for more than one year
but less than two years.

In these situations when the person has been served with an Excessive Demerit
Points Notice (EDPN) they will be disqualified for the period stated in the notice.
Further information on demerit points can be found in section 3.2.3.


6XVSHQVLRQDQG&DQFHOODWLRQ

When a person is disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver licence, as outlined
above, their driver’s licence is suspended or cancelled under either sections 51 or 75
of the 5RDG7UDIILF$FW.



Section 51 applies if the person holds a provisional licence or they do not hold a
licence, but, if they were to be granted a licence it would be a provisional licence.
Section 75 will operate for full licence holders (those that are not provisional).
Examples below demonstrate how disqualifications, suspensions and cancellations
apply:
([DPSOH2QH
A provisional licence holder becomes subject to an Excessive Demerit Points
Disqualification. The person is disqualified by operation of the law and their driver’s
licence is cancelled by the operation of section 51 of the 5RDG7UDIILF$FW When
the disqualification period ends the person has to make an application for the grant of
a new driver’s licence.
([DPSOH7ZR
A person with a full licence is convicted by the courts for the offence of Reckless
Driving and is given a six month disqualification. The person is disqualified for six
months and their driver’s licence is suspended by the operation of section 75 of the
5RDG7UDIILF$FW. When the disqualification period ends so will the suspension of
their driver’s licence and they can recommence driving (provided the licence has not
expired and is not subject to any other period of suspension, e.g. fines suspension or
excessive demerit points suspension).
In conclusion:

6XVSHQVLRQ&DQFHOODWLRQ
'LVTXDOLILFDWLRQ





'HPHULW3RLQWV6FKHPH

The Demerit Points Scheme is a national program that is currently in place in all
Australian jurisdictions. Demerit points are a form of penalty that may be imposed for
a range of driving offences. The number of demerit points accrued will vary according
to the type of offences committed. If you accumulate too many demerit points it will
result in you being disqualified from holding a driver’s licence and the suspension or
cancellation of your driver’s licence.

1RYLFH'ULYHUV*UDGXDWHG'HPHULW3RLQW6FKHPH
The Novice Driver Graduated Demerit Point Scheme was introduced to encourage
inexperienced drivers to adopt good driving practices.
The scheme is underpinned by research findings that confirm the number of
infringements and convictions received as a Novice Driver is a good predictor of
future road behaviour. This is especially true for the involvement in crashes. The
time immediately after obtaining a licence is the best time for riders/drivers to develop
safe driving behaviours. Influencing driver behaviour at an early stage of the driving
experience will help Novice Drivers to develop safe riding practices.
All novice drivers are subject to lower demerit point limits. The demerit point limit
applied to Novice Drivers is dependant on the length of time a person has held a
driver’s licence.
For the purposes of the Novice Driver Graduated Demerit Point Scheme a person is a
novice driver until they have held a drivers licence for a period of two years, or periods
adding up to two years. This includes;
 first time learner’s permit holders;
 holders of a provisional driver’s licence;
 drivers from overseas who have not held a driver’s licence for at least two
years; and
 holders of an extraordinary driver’s licence (who have not held a driver’s
licence for at least 2 years).
There are two types of novice drivers:
Novice Driver Type 1 is any person until they have held a driver’s licence for a period
of one year or periods adding up to one year. A Novice Driver Type 1 also includes
first time Learners Permit holders and persons who have never held a driver’s licence.
These drivers will be disqualified from driving for a minimum of three months if they
accrue a total of IRXURUPRUHGHPHULWSRLQWV.
Novice Driver Type 2 is a person who has held a driver’s licence for at least one year,
but less than two years or periods adding up to two years. A Novice Drivers Type 2
will be disqualified from driving for a minimum of three months if they accrue a total of
HLJKWRUPRUHGHPHULWSRLQWV



As a novice driver if you are disqualified for exceeding the demerit point limit:
 you will not be eligible to apply for an Extraordinary Licence;
 you will not be able to elect the Double or Nothing option (i.e. riding on “a good
behaviour period”);
 you will not be able to lawfully drive at all, even if it is critical for your work or
study; and
 your driver’s licence will be cancelled or Learner’s Permit suspended.
For more information about the Graduated Demerit Point Scheme please visit
www.transport.wa.gov.au/novice

)XOO/LFHQFH+ROGHUV'HPHULW3RLQWV
Demerit points that are accrued by a rider expire after 3 years from the date the
offence was committed. Under the provisions of the 5RDG7UDIILF$FW, a person
who holds a full licence and who accrues 12 or more demerit points is liable to a
disqualification from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence.
Demerit points are always recorded against a person not a driver’s licence. The
recording of demerit points on the Department of Transport demerit point register
will always reflect the date the offence was committed, not the date the points were
placed on the register. The offence date is important as it determines the validity of the
demerit points against the 12 point limit.
The length of the disqualification period is determined by the number of points
accrued. If you accumulate more than 12 demerit points the length of the
disqualification period increases, as shown below.

Demerit points accrued
12 to 15
16 to 19
20 +

Disqualification period
3 months
4 months
5 months

You can find out how many Demerit Points you have accrued by ringing the automated
Demerit Point Hotline on 1300 720 111 or online at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs

*RRG%HKDYLRXU3HULRG 'RXEOHRU1RWKLQJ
‘Double or Nothing’ is an option where eligible drivers who have accrued 12 or more
demerit points can elect a Good Behaviour Period (GBP) rather than be disqualified
from riding. To elect a GBP you must first be served with an Excessive Demerit Points
Notice (disqualification notice) and make your election within 21 days. By electing the
Double or Nothing option you can continue to ride but you must agree to riding for a
period of 12 months without committing any further driving offences.



7KH³'RXEOHRU1RWKLQJ´RSWLRQGRHVQRWDSSO\WRQRYLFH
GULYHUVDQGSURYLVLRQDOOLFHQFHKROGHUV
If during the 12 month GBP a rider accrues more than one demerit point or they
commit an offence which leads to a court conviction, they will be disqualified for
double the original disqualification period. In summary, WA licence holders can elect to
undertake the Double or Nothing option, unless;






they are novice drivers;
they hold a provisional driver’s licence;
their licence is already cancelled;
their licence is invalid for any other reason; and/or
their licence is under fines suspension. If the fines are paid to clear this
suspension within the 21 day election deadline a rider may elect to drive on a
GBP.

'RXEOH'HPHULW3RLQWV
This rule applies to all road users. However, it is especially easy for Novice Drivers to
exceed the lower demerit point limits and be disqualified during the periods of double
demerit points.

$WFHUWDLQKROLGD\SHULRGVOLNH(DVWHU&KULVWPDVDQGORQJ
ZHHNHQGVGHPHULWSRLQWVIRUFHUWDLQWUDI¿FRIIHQFHVDUHGRXEOHG
For more information on the periods of double demerit points please visit the Office of
Road Safety website at www.ors.wa.gov.au.


2WKHU3HQDOWLHVIRU7UDI¿F2IIHQFHV

Other than demerit points, penalties may include fines or confiscation of vehicles
depending on the type of offence. Other common offences and the penalties applied
can be located in the “Drive Safe” publication available online at
www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs or at any Licensing Centre or regional Licensing Agent.
Fines are based on Penalty Units. The value of a Penalty Unit (PU) is $50 (NOTE:
These penalties are reviewed from time to time. They are correct at date of
publication.)

6SHHGLQJDQGRWKHU0LQRU7UDI¿F2IIHQFHV
Every state or territory in Australia has penalties for speeding and for minor road traffic
offences. The penalty for these offences may include the accrual of demerit points
and/or a monetary fine or both, depending on the offence.



The extent of the penalty is determined by the severity of the offence, for example a
driver exceeding the speed limit by less than 9 km/h could incur a fine of 1.5 penalty
units (PU). In contrast, a driver exceeding the speed limit by more than 40km/h could
incur a fine of 20 PU and 7 demerit points.
Speeding at or above 45 km/h over the speed limit or in excess of 155 km/h is
considered as reckless driving. The police will impound your vehicle for this offence
and on conviction you will be disqualified for six months or more.

&RQ¿VFDWLRQ,PSRXQGPHQWRID9HKLFOH
‘Anti-Hoon’ legislation in the 5RDG7UDIILF$FWprovides police with the power
to impound any motor vehicle driven recklessly or where a person drives while
disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence or whose licence is cancelled
or suspended. Drivers who drive without a licence will have their vehicle impounded for
28 days. Police may apply for a further three month impoundment for a second offence
and confiscation of the vehicle after three or more offences.
Riders or drivers who do burnouts, drive recklessly or exceed the speed limit by more
than 45 km/h will have their vehicles impounded at the roadside for 28 days for the
first offence, and three months for a second or subsequent offence. The police can
also apply for confiscation of the vehicle used in the offence if you are convicted of
three or more offences.
All costs associated with the impoundment are the responsibility of the driver.
You can find further information about vehicle impoundment online
at www.police.wa.gov.au.

$OFRKRO'UXJ5HODWHG2IIHQFHV
Novice drivers commit an offence for driving or riding with any detectable Blood
Alcohol Content (BAC).
For drivers with a full licence the penalties for driving with a BAC exceeding 0.05 per
cent include fines, demerit points or disqualification from driving/riding. A driver may
have their licence cancelled if convicted for a second or third offence.
For further information on penalties for drink driving offences please go to
www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs



5(9,(:48(67,216
Q1

Q2

What is the penalty
for attempting to
bribe an officer of
the department in
order to obtain a
licence?
Complete the
sentence:
³'LVTXDOLILFDWLRQ´
means you…

Q3

Complete the
sentence: If your
driver’s licence is
“FDQFHOOHG´you…

Q4

Complete the
sentence: If your
driver’s licence
is µVXVSHQGHG¶
you…

Ban from
re-applying

Prosecution

A letter of caution

Are not permitted
to - hold a driver’s
licence; apply for
a driver’s licence,
or be granted a
driver’s licence
Can recommence
driving at the
end of the
disqualification
period (provided
the licence is still
current/valid)
Can only drive
for work related
activities

Have failed
your practical
assessment

Need to book
another practical
assessment to
requalify

Must inform the
Department that
an error has
occurred and can
drive again once it
is fixed

Must apply for
a new driver’s
licence when the
disqualification
ends in order to
ride again

Can recommence
driving at the end
of the suspension
period (provided
the licence is still
current/valid)

Can never drive
again

*5FH
&=79B79G
:FCA
#BH9FGH5H9
CF
)J9FG95G



7KHUHDUHYHU\VWULFWODZVDERXWULGLQJOHJDOO\LQ
:HVWHUQ$XVWUDOLD%UHDNLQJWKHVHODZVPD\OHDGWRLQIULQJHPHQWV
SURVHFXWLRQ¿QHVLPSULVRQPHQWDQGOLWLJDWLRQ
All riders must comply with the law when riding in WA, including riders from interstate
and from other countries, who either visit or intend to stay in WA. At the time of
publication of this edition;
 it is illegal to drive in WA without a current and valid driver licence;
 if you have held a permanent residency visa for three months or more since
residing in WA, or your overseas driver licence has expired, you cannot drive until
you have obtained a Western Australian driver’s licence; and
 if you have held a driver licence for less than six months (either overseas or
Interstate), you cannot drive between midnight and five am. Some exemptions do
apply i.e. if you are driving directly to or from work, directly to or from school, or
you are driving in the course of your work. You cannot drive between midnight and
5:00am for any other reason.



5HTXLUHPHQWVIRU,QWHUVWDWH/LFHQFH+ROGHUV

,I\RXLQWHQGWROLYHLQ:HVWHUQ$XVWUDOLD :$ \RXPXVWDSSO\IRUD
:$GULYHU¶VOLFHQFHZLWKLQWKUHHPRQWKVRIUHVLGLQJLQWKH6WDWH
In order to obtain a WA driver’s licence you will need to attend a Licensing Centre or
regional Licensing Agent and;






present your interstate driver licence*;
present one form of secondary proof of identification (RULJLQDO GRFXPHQWV RQO\);
present proof of your WA residential address;
present one document that shows your signature; and
pay the licence application fee (only required if your interstate licence has
expired).

*If you do not have your interstate licence you will be required to provide a form of
primary identification.
If you are a pensioner or senior you may be eligible to receive a concession on your
driver’s licence fee.



5HTXLUHPHQWVIRU2YHUVHDV/LFHQFH+ROGHUV

The period in which you are able to drive lawfully in WA depends on whether you are
a visitor or a resident. If you do apply for the grant of a WA driver’s licence the process
you are required to undertake will depend whether your licence was issued by a
recognised or non-recognised country.





9LVLWRUV

Visitors are;







tourists;
people on business trips;
people on temporary visas;
people with a working holiday visa;
students studying in WA; and
overseas Defence Force Personnel and their families.

If you are an overseas visitor to WA, you may ride a motorcycle on your overseas
licence for as long as it remains valid in the country of issue. You can only ride the
type of motorcycle your licence authorises you to ride according to the country of issue.

<RXPXVWKDYHDYDOLGOLFHQFHWRULGHLQ:$
To drive lawfully on WA roads using your overseas driver’s licence or International
Driving Permit (if applicable), you must:
 hold a current licence that is not suspended or cancelled (you cannot drive on your
overseas licence if you are disqualified from driving or your driving privileges are
withdrawn);
 carry your licence (and International Driving Permit, if applicable) with you and
show it to a Police Officer when required;
 ride only those motorcycles that you are authorised to ride; and
 comply with any other conditions of your licence.
If you use an overseas licence or International Driving Permit and any of these
documents are not in English, you must carry an approved English translation of
either of these documents with you while you are riding. For information on approved
translation services please refer to our web page at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs


5HVLGHQWV

,I\RXKROGDSHUPDQHQWUHVLGHQF\YLVDJUDQWHGXQGHUWKH0LJUDWLRQ
$FW\RXFDQGULYHLQ:$RQDYDOLGRYHUVHDVOLFHQFHXQWLO\RX
KDYHXVXDOO\UHVLGHGLQ:$IRUWKUHHPRQWKVVLQFHWKHJUDQWLQJRI
WKHYLVD
While holding a valid overseas driver’s licence you are permitted to drive in WA if:
 The licence has not expired; been cancelled or suspended in your home
jurisdiction;
 You have been residing in WA for up to (but not exceeding) three months since the
grant of the permanent residency visa; and
 The Director General (DG) of the Department of Transport has not withdrawn your
driving privileges.



You should take action to secure a WA driver’s licence before the expiry of the
three month period. Upon the expiry of the three month period, you are no longer
authorised to drive any vehicle on your overseas licence.


/LFHQVLQJIRU5LGHUVIURP5HFRJQLVHG&RXQWULHV

When applying for a WA driver’s licence, holders of driver licences issued in
‘recognised’ countries are exempt from the theory and practical assessments for C and
R class vehicles only, provided their licence has not expired by more than 12 months.
However all other requirements of the application process must still be met, such as
providing proof of identity, age and WA residency.
The table below lists the recognised countries at the time of print.
5HFRJQLVHG&RXQWULHV
Austria
Belgium
Canada
Croatia
Denmark
Finland
France

Germany
Greece
Guernsey
Ireland
Isle of Man*
Italy
Japan

Jersey
Luxembourg
Malta**
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Portugal

Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
United Kingdom
USA

*Only recognised if the Isle of Man licence was issued on or after 1 November 1991
**Only recognised if the Maltese licence was issued on or after 2 January 2004
You are required to present the following documents at a Licensing Centre or regional
Licensing Agent when applying for the grant of a WA driver’s licence:
 <RXURYHUVHDVOLFHQFH
If your licence is not in English you must provide an approved official translation.
This translation may be from:
a)
b)
c)

accredited translators;
an overseas consulate; or
Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) translation service.

For further information in relation to approved translation services please
visit www.transport.wa.gov.au



 3URRIRI\RXULGHQWLW\DJHDQG:$UHVLGHQWLDOVWDWXVZLWKSULPDU\DQGVHFRQGDU\
LGHQWLW\GRFXPHQWV
One of these documents must contain your signature. Examples of documents
you can present are:
- primary - Birth certificate, Passport, Australian Citizenship or Immigration
Visa; and
- secondary - Medicare card, Health care card or bank, credit or debit cards
or a bank passbook.
You will also be asked to present a document that shows your current WA residential
address, for example telephone or electricity account, lease agreement or bank
statement.
If you have an overseas driver licence but have not held it for two or more years, or
you are under 19 years of age, you will be issued with a provisional licence. Your
licence card will be endorsed to show when the provisional driving period ends.


/LFHQVLQJIRU5LGHUVIURP1RQ5HFRJQLVHG&RXQWULHV

Non-recognised countries are all the remaining countries which were not listed on the
previous page.
In addition to the documentation steps outlined above, it may be appropriate for you to
pay for and pass one or a number of theory or practical assessments when applying
for a WA driver’s licence depending on the type of vehicle class you want authorisation
to ride/drive.
As an overseas licence holder, if you fail the practical assessment, you can rebook
and undertake a further assessment without having to comply with the seven-day
waiting period.
However, should you fail the practical assessment and the Assessor decides that “LQ
UHJDUGWRWKHVDIHW\RIWKHSXEOLFJHQHUDOO\ LWLVQRWGHVLUDEOHWKDWWKHSHUVRQVKRXOGEH
SHUPLWWHGWRGULYHDPRWRUYHKLFOH´ the Assessor will contact the Driver Assessment
Branch at the DoT for further advice. Where appropriate, this Branch will prepare and
arrange the serving of a withdrawal of driving privileges notice.
If your driving priviledges are withdrawn you will no longer be authorised to drive on
your overseas licence. You will be required to pass all assessments for the grant of
a WA driver’s licence before driving unsupervised in WA. It could mean that the rider
will be disqualified from riding in WA and require more training.
The 'ULYLQJLQ:HVWHUQ$XVWUDOLDbooklet published by Northern Suburbs Community
Legal Centre Incorporated5 is another valuable information source for recently arrived
5

Driving in Western Australia (October 2010), the Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre Inc.



migrants from non-English speaking countries who wish to apply for the grant of a
WA driver’s licence. The booklet explains the laws of WA, driver/rider licences and
common driving issues.
This booklet has been produced by the Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre
Inc. in collaboration with the Department of Transport, WA Police, and Edmund Rice
Centre (Mirrabooka). You can obtain a copy of this booklet at the Northern Suburbs
Community Legal Centre Inc. and Edmund Rice Centre (Mirrabooka).
The Department of Transport also provides additional advice to people from nonEnglish speaking countries online at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs

5(9,(:48(67,216
There are no review questions for this topic
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:KHWKHU\RXDUHDOHDUQHUULGHUQRYLFHULGHUH[SHULHQFHGULGHU
ULGLQJLQVWUXFWRUULGLQJDVVHVVRURURWKHUURDGXVHU
LWLV\RXUUHVSRQVLELOLW\WRNHHSXSWRGDWHZLWKFKDQJHVLQURDG
UXOHVDQGUHJXODWLRQV


0RWRUF\FOH6SHFLILF5XOHV

In addition to the general road rules and regulations, you must also comply with
specific motorcycle rules and regulations while riding your motorcycle.
 You and your passenger(s) must wear an approved safety helmet compliant with
Australian and New Zealand Standard (AS/NZS) 1698 (failure to do so will incur a
fine and demerit points).
 If the motorcycle is moving, you must be correctly seated on the motorcycle,
facing forward, with at least one hand on the handlebars and both feet on the
footrests.
 Your motorcycle must have a current licence and display the number plate
(see below) - it is an offence to ride, cause or permit another person to ride an
unlicensed motorcycle on a road or road-related area.
 You can position your motorcycle anywhere within the lane providing it is safe and
reasonable.
 Where the motorcycle is equipped to carry one pillion passenger, you can carry
only one pillion passenger (additional passenger can be carried in a side car
should the motorcycle be equipped with one).
 The number of passengers carried cannot exceed the number of seats designed
to carry passengers.
 You must ensure that pillion passengers are at least eight years of age and are
able to keep both feet on the footrests whilst facing forward.
 Passengers in sidecars and on motor trikes must be safely seated.
 Passengers must not impede your control of the motorcycle.
 Passengers must not block the display of signals to other motorists.
Riding an unlicensed vehicle on WA roads carries significant financial penalties for the
rider and licence holder of the motorcycle. This is due to the fact that compulsory third
party insurance is not valid when an unlicensed vehicle is driven on public road.

<RXFRXOGEHKHOGSHUVRQDOO\OLDEOHWRSD\FRPSHQVDWLRQWRDQ\
SHUVRQLQMXUHGDVDUHVXOWRIDFUDVKLQYROYLQJDQXQOLFHQVHG
PRWRUF\FOH7KHUHDUHVHYHUHSHQDOWLHVIRUULGLQJDQXQOLFHQVHG
PRWRUF\FOHRQWKHURDG
 The number plate/s on the motorcycle you ride or own must be;
issued by the Department of Transport;
able to be seen and read clearly from anywhere within a 45 degree arc of the
motorcycle’s centre line, at a distance of at least 20 metres. That means the
plates cannot be obstructed by anything;



-

clearly readable – not dirty, worn or damaged;
free of any characteristics that would prevent the detection of traffic offences;
returned to the Department of Transport after the vehicle licence of the
motorcycle has expired and the owner does not wish to renew the licence; and
the rear number plate must have a light so that it is clearly visible at night.

It is an offence to:
alter number plates in any way;
attach a number plate to any vehicle other than the one to which it is licensed
by the Department of Transport;
use a number plate cover that is not flat, clear and untinted;
have a number plate obscured;
bend the plate in a direction that prevents it being seen or detected by
photographic or number plate recognition devices; and/or
use or manufacture immitation number plates.


&DUU\LQJ3DVVHQJHUV/RDGVDQG$QLPDOV

Your motorcycle will act differently when it is carrying a load, whether it is luggage or
a pillion passenger. The motorcycle will not accelerate or brake as quickly and it will
handle differently around corners and over bumps.
Remember that extra weight will require different handling. Therefore, increase your
following distance behind other vehicles and allow more time to speed up or slow
down.

3LOOLRQ3DVVHQJHUV
Pillion passengers who are not used to being on a motorcycle may act unpredictably.
Therefore, it is advisable to instruct your passenger to relax, hold onto the “grab rail” or
your waist and follow your lead when leaning.

:HDULQJSURWHFWLYHFORWKLQJDQGDKHOPHWLVHTXDOO\DSSOLFDEOH
WRDSLOOLRQSDVVHQJHUDVLWLVWRWKHULGHU
:HDULQJDQDSSURYHGKHOPHWLVUHTXLUHGE\ODZ
As a rider it is advisable that prior to the ride, you:
 Check the motorcycle manual on how to adjust the preload suspension to carry an
extra weight;
 Add air to tyres if required; and
 Adjust your mirrors with you and the pillion both sitting on the bike.
Ride smoothly, slowly and carefully. Maintain your concentration by not talking to your
passenger.



1HYHUUHO\RQDSLOOLRQV¶MXGJHPHQWRUDGYLFHDVWRZKHWKHULWLV
FOHDUWRSURFHHG<RXVKRXOGDOZD\VORRNDQGGHFLGHIRU\RXUVHOI
A pillion passenger must be
at least eight years of age
and be able to put both feet
firmly on the foot pegs. They
must be seated astride of
the motorcycle and facing
forwards.

6LGHFDUVDQG3DVVHQJHUV
Since a motorcycle has totally different handling characteristics when attached to
a sidecar, it is recommended that you practise in a quiet area without traffic first;
paying particular attention to the way the motorcycle accelerates, steers and stops.
The motorcycle rider must not ride with more sidecar passengers than the sidecar is
designed to carry.
If you are a passenger being carried in a sidecar you must wear a correctly fitted and
securely fastened approved motorcycle helmet and remain safely seated.

&DUU\LQJD/RDG
Motorcycles are not designed to carry large loads. Your motorcycle manual will give
you a total weight your vehicle is designed to carry, including rider and pillion.
There are many different kinds of luggage available for motorcycles, including
panniers, or saddlebags, tank bags and seat bags. You can use more than one of
these to balance the weight of your load.



When packing, keep the load:
 /RZ – Ideally with the use of panniers or on the seat. If a load is too high it may
unbalance your motorcycle. Avoid carrying heavy or unwieldy loads on your back.
 )RUZDUG – Place your load above or in front of the rear axle as anything behind
the rear axle can potentially have a serious effect on the handling.
 %DODQFHG – Filling panniers evenly or strapping heavier loads onto the seat.
 6HFXUH – By using one or more of the options previously mentioned or strapping
the load carefully to the motorcycle. A loose load or strap could become caught in
the rear wheel or chain and cause a crash. Extreme care should be taken when
using straps with hooks as these are a major cause of eye loss.
Finally, make sure that your load does not project from the motorcycle (or side car if
fitted) in a way that is likely to injure or obstruct other vehicles or pedestrians, or cause
damage to a vehicle or anything else (including the road surface). It is also important
that you check your load periodically to ensure that it remains secure.

&DUU\LQJ$QLPDOV
Riders must not carry any animal between themselves and the handlebars. The only
exception is if the person who rides with the animal travels a distance of no more
than 500 metres on a road for the purposes of a farming activity and that safety is not
compromised.



'LIIHUHQFHV5LGLQJLQ0HWURSROLWDQDQG5HJLRQDO$UHDV

The major differences in riding in the metropolitan (city) and regional areas (country)
can be grouped into three categories and are linked to the environment, the density of
traffic and the focus of the riders’ attention.
5LGLQJLQPHWURSROLWDQDUHDV
When riding in the metropolitan area;
 you need to be aware that you can experience traffic hold ups due to higher traffic
density;
 consider other road users and be patient;
 speed limits are generally much lower than in the regional areas;
 areas are mostly built up with high density housing and buildings that contribute to
high traffic levels;
 roads have far more signage and frequent traffic control measures; and
 there are far more pedestrians and bicycle riders.



5LGLQJLQUHJLRQDODUHDV
When riding in the regional areas;
 consider other road users and be patient;
 watch out for wildlife and livestock on roads particularly at sunrise and after
sunset;
 watch out for tractors towing farm machinery, especially during seeding and
harvest times;
 plan your journey to ensure you have enough fuel and water to get you to the next
town;
 do not stop on or near bridges, floodways or on narrow sections of roadway;
 Park at the forward end of roadside parking bays to allow others to enter and
leave;
 do not pull out on to the roadway when you see another vehicle approaching. Wait
until the other vehicle has passed;
 watch for loose gravel on bends; and
 leave sufficient space between your motorcycle and the vehicle in front of you
when riding on unsealed roads so that dust does not impair your vision.



/LFHQVLQJ5HFUHDWLRQDO0RWRUF\FOHV 4XDG%LNHVDQG7UDLO
0RWRUF\FOHV

An off-road vehicle means a vehicle which is not licensed, deemed to be licensed or
the subject of a permit granted under the 5RDG7UDIILF$FWin accordance with the
&RQWURORI9HKLFOHV 2IIURDG$UHDV $FW. Trail bikes can be licensed for use on
the road if desired and providing the vehicle meets the appropriate design standards.
Quad bikes are not typically licensed for use on the road.
All off-road vehicles which are used in the areas covered by the &RQWURORI9HKLFOHV
2IIURDG$UHDV $FW, other than on private land with the consent of the owner,
must be registered at a Department of Transport Licensing Centre or regional
Licensing Agent.
2ZQHUVof off-road vehicles are required to:
 produce primary Proof of Identity and Age, e.g. Driver’s Licence, Passport or Birth
Certificate at the time of application;
 produce the registration, copy of transfer notice and transfer receipts (if any) and
pay transfer fee at any Licensing Centre or regional Licensing Agent within 14
days of becoming the owner. Failure to take this action may result in prosecution;
 maintain current registration of the vehicle - the off-road vehicle registration is not
valid beyond the date of expiry and, unless renewed the number plates must be










returned to the Department of Transport within 15 days;
The third party insurance policy issued under WKH0RWRU9HKLFOH7KLUG3DUW\
,QVXUDQFH$FW  does not apply to a vehicle registered for off-road use.
ensure that the vehicle is driven within designated areas of operation as required
by the &RQWURORI9HKLFOHV 2IIURDG$UHDV $FW
The Act may be obtained by contacting the Department of Local Government on
(08) 9217 1500 or by contacting the relevant Shire or visit www.slp.wa.gov.au ;
immediately report all accidents that FDXVHLQMXU\to persons to a Police Station;
notify the Department of Transport of a change of address, in writing within 7
days, stating a full name, date of birth, vehicle plate number and driver’s licence
number (relevant forms are available online at www.transport.wa.gov.au/dvs);and
notify the Department of Transport of a change of ownership, in within 7 days of
ceasing to be the owner - the seller must provide the vehicle licence and a copy of
the transfer notice to the buyer at the time of sale.

Failure to comply with the regulations as per the &RQWURORI9HKLFOHV 2IIURDG$UHDV 
$FWmay result in a fine of up to $1,000.
The Department of Transport currently considers each application to licence a quad
bike under the 5RDG7UDIILF$FWon a case by case basis, with a licence being
granted if:
 there is a legitimate need to access or cross one or more public roads; and
 the Department of Transport is confident that the public roads will be used safely.
With a recent increase in popularity of recreational trail bike riding and a decrease
in legal recreational riding areas due to land acquisitions and environmental issues,
a State Trail Bike Strategy has been developed to identify the issues surrounding the
use of trail bikes in metropolitan and regional areas in WA.
The WA State Trail Bike Strategy is an initiative of Motorcycling WA and the
Recreational Trail Bike Riders’ Association of WA. It is funded by the Department
of Sport and Recreation, the Department of Environment and Conservation, the
Department of Transport and the Department of Local Government. For more
information please visit www.dsr.wa.gov.au/offroad



5(9,(:48(67,216
Q1

Q2

Q3

How many pillion
passengers are
permitted on a
motorcycle that
is designed to
transport pillion
passengers?
When loading
your motorcycle it
is recommended
that you keep the
load low, forward,
balanced and
secure. )RUZDUG
refers to:
What must you
wear if you are
a passenger
being carried in a
sidecar?

One

Two. Provided they
can fit comfortably

As many as
possible

Placing your load
on the front of your
motorcycle

Placing your load
above or in front of
the rear axle

Placing your load
facing forwards

Something warm

A correctly fitted
and securely
fastened approved
motorcycle helmet

Reflective clothing

*5FH
3CIF
-5:9HM



Riding a motorcycle can be great fun and is enjoyed by people of most ages. When
riding you should always remember that you are responsible for your own safety,
relying on other road users to ensure your safety can be a major hazard. Never
rely on other road users to look after you. Even if you are wearing brightly coloured
clothing and making eye contact, do not assume that other road users have seen you.

5LGLQJRQWKHURDGPHDQVDFFHSWLQJUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRU
\RXURZQVDIHW\DQGVKRZLQJGXHFDUHDQGFRQVLGHUDWLRQ
IRUDOORWKHUURDGXVHUV
One of the most valuable resources you have as a beginner rider, or someone
returning to riding, is the knowledge and experience of other motorcyclists and riding
instructors. Use it. Ask around when you are considering buying a motorcycle, clothing
and accessories. However, always make sure you balance advice; read up on the
subject, and ask more than one person.



$FWLRQV\RXFDQ7DNHWR(QVXUH\RXU6DIHW\

Riding a motorcycle can place you at a higher crash risk or risk of injury than driving
a car. If you are involved in a crash, the chances of being injured are very high. In
addition to complying with legal obligations and riding in accordance with road rules
and regulations, there are measures you can take to increase your own safety when
riding a motorcycle, for example:





maintaining concentration at all times;
wearing visible clothing so you can be seen by other road users;
wearing protective clothing; and
riding a roadworthy vehicle.

The focus of this section is on actions that you need to undertake to ensure your own
safety. All these actions are under your control and include maintaining concentration,
managing fatigue, wearing protective clothing, and riding a roadworthy vehicle.


0DLQWDLQLQJ&RQFHQWUDWLRQ

Your survival on the road depends to a large extent on your concentration. Riders who
do not maintain concentration at all times have longer reaction times, less adequate
observation of the environment, and late and abrupt braking.
You need to be aware that your concentration can be affected by your immediate
environment, your health and/or physical condition, and your ability to process visual
information. Roadside advertisements, other road users, weather conditions, as well
as the monotony of the road are also common factors that can decrease your level of
concentration.



Examples of major health-related factors that have a significant impact on your ability
to concentrate include the quality of your sleep, the effects of alcohol consumption, as
well as an intake of certain medications.
Riding a motorcycle is much more tiring than driving a car. Before you get on the
road, ensure that you have slept well. Sleep deprivation often leads to IDWLJXH which
significantly increases potential for a crash.
Many people think that sleepiness is the most common sign of fatigue. However, for
riders a lapse in concentration is the major sign of fatigue. It is in your own interest not
to ride if you know you can not concentrate fully. Rider fatigue indicators are:







running a bit wide on a corner;
a couple of rough gear changes;
not seeing a sign;
day dreaming;
dry mouth; and
stiff joints (neck, knees and wrists).

,I\RXKDYHDQ\VLJQVRIIDWLJXHVWRSLPPHGLDWHO\DQGUHVW
You can prevent or manage fatigue:
 Even if you are not tired, stop at least every one and a half hours or 150
kilometres.
 Drink plenty of water to keep hydrated.
 Avoid coffee or sweet soft drinks.
 Do not drink alcohol.
 Eat small amounts frequently, simple foods like fruit, nuts, a muesli bar or a little
chocolate.
 Avoid fatty foods and large meals before or during a ride.
 In winter, don’t make yourself too snug and warm – it is good to be a little cool.


6WD\LQJ$OFRKRODQG'UXJ)UHH

Findings from many studies confirm the adverse effect of alcohol and drugs on
reflexes, coordination, depth perception and risk taking behaviour. Factors that
can determine the extent of adverse effects include age, body weight and food
consumption. Riding under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs is one of the most
common causes of crashes involving single or multiple vehicles.
The most significant risks associated with riding under the influence of alcohol and/or
drugs are your mistakes and/or a delay in your response to mistakes of others. Both
situations can seriously compromise your own safety, as well as the safety of other
road users.



Any drink containing 10 grams of alcohol is called a standard drink.
One standard drink will raise an average person’s BAC by about 0.01 per cent
(grams of alcohol per 100ml of blood), depending upon the factors mentioned.
A measurement of 0.05 per cent BAC means that your body contains 50 milligrams
of alcohol per 100 millilitres of blood.
7KH'HSDUWPHQWRI+HDOWKDGYLVHVWKDWWRVWD\EHORZSHUFHQW%$&
 an average sized, healthy woman
should have no more than one
standard drink in the first hour of
drinking and then no more than one
standard drink per hour after that;
and
 an average sized, healthy man should
have no more than two standard
drinks in the first hour of drinking,
then no more than one standard drink
per hour after that.



Even if your blood alcohol content (BAC) is lower than the legal limit, it can still be
detrimental to your ability to process information from the environment, control your
vehicle, and avoid risks.

5HPHPEHUDOOQRYLFHGULYHUVDUHUHVWULFWHGWR]HUR%$&


&KHFNLQJWKH(IIHFWRI0HGLFDWLRQV

Some medications, whether prescribed by a doctor or purchased over the counter, can
impair your safety by causing drowsiness and/or other side effects, such as general
weakness, dizziness or drowsiness.
All these symptoms will slow your reaction in an emergency and affect your
riding skills. Cough mixtures and antihistamines are only a few examples of such
medications.

,WLV\RXUUHVSRQVLELOLW\WRNQRZWKHHIIHFWVRIDQ\
PHGLFDWLRQEHIRUH\RXFRPPHQFHULGLQJ
Check with your doctor or pharmacist and read the label to make sure the medication
will not affect your riding ability.

,IDQ\PHGLFDWLRQKDVDQHIIHFWRQ\RXUULGLQJDELOLW\
\RXPXVWQRWULGH


(QVXULQJ\RXDUH6HHQE\2WKHU5RDG8VHUV

To assist in being seen by other road users, it is recommended that you ride with your
headlight on low beam during the day regardless of the weather conditions. The use of
fluorescent vests and/or reflective protective gear is also recommended, particularly at
night time.


:HDULQJ3URWHFWLYH*HDU

As a motorcycle rider you are exposed to the elements and vulnerable to injury much
more than car drivers. Wearing appropriate protective clothing will;
 significantly reduce injury in a crash;
 protect you from the weather; and
 improve your comfort when riding.
Purpose-made motorcycle clothing provides better weather and crash protection than
ordinary clothing. Wearing proper motorcycle gear will almost certainly make you safer
while riding. Some items, such as helmets, are required by law.



+HOPHW
When riding you must wear an Australian and New Zealand Standard (AS/NZS 1698)
approved helmet. The standard has been rigorously reviewed and amended in 2006
and again in 2009. All Australian Standard approved helmets have stickers that must
remain permanently affixed to the back of the helmet. Your helmet must:






fit comfortably but not too tightly (avoid helmets that fit loosely);
have the chin strap fastened and properly tightened;
EHUHSODFHG after a crash or a significant impact;
be replaced if the fittings become loose and/or the straps become worn out; and
only be cleaned with mild soapy water - some chemicals and cleaners may
weaken the shell.

<RXVKRXOGQHYHUEX\DVHFRQGKDQGKHOPHW



9LVRU or JRJJOHV
These will protect your eyes from the wind, dust, rain, insects and stones thrown up by
other vehicles. Visor and goggles must be Australian and New Zealand Standard (AS/
NZS 1609) approved.
Only a visor attached to the helmet or goggles will provide the eye protection
necessary for riding. Some motorcycles have screens or fairings to provide protection
from the weather. These do not provide adequate protection for the eyes and you
should still use a visor or goggles. It is recommended that visors and goggles be
cleaned with soapy water as solvents can damage the surface. Visor and/or goggles
should be;
 clean and without scratches (if your visor or goggles become scratched you
should replace them);
 shatterproof; and
 have clear lenses for use at night.
-DFNHWV and SDQWV
These should be highly abrasion and tear resistant and secured at the wrists, waist
and ankles to prevent sliding up and exposing skin.
Jackets and pants should;
 be tailored for a riding position;
 completely cover your arms, legs and body; and
 have impact and abrasion protection for your back, shoulders, elbows, hips and
knees.
*ORYHV
Gloves that are specifically designed for motorcycle riding will generally have;





a strengthened palm area shaped for riding;
knuckle protection (e.g. an extra layer of leather);
a fastener around the wrist to prevent sliding off (e.g. zipper and Velcro); and
an overlap with the jacket (gauntlet style).

)RRWZHDU
Footwear designed for motorcycle riding will provide great comfort and protection.
Motorcycle footwear generally has:







strengthening in the instep between the ball of the foot and the heel;
ankle protection;
shin protection;
a fastener around the leg to prevent sliding off (e.g. zipper and Velcro);
an overlap with the pants (boot style); and
gear change cover to prevent wear.



$GGLWLRQDOSURWHFWLRQ
Other rider specific protection devices include back protectors to protect your spine in
a crash and kidney belts to support your lower back and reduce fatigue. Dual density
foam is recommended. Be aware about varying standards and prices of protective
clothing. The most important factor for you to consider is the degree of protection from
injury they offer you.
It is a good investment to buy quality protective clothing. You can learn more about
protective clothing from 7KH*RRG*HDU*XLGHIRU0RWRUF\FOH 6FRRWHU5LGHUV. Hard
copies of this guide are available from Licensing Centres and regional Licensing
Agents.


5LGLQJD5RDGZRUWK\9HKLFOH

Before you ride you should make sure that your motorcycle is roadworthy.
A roadworthy motorcycle is one that is safe to ride and meets the standards required
by law.
Your motorcycle must have the equipment shown in the diagram.

 A red tail light, a stop light, a rear
reflector and a light to illuminate
your rear number plate.
 An effective
silencer.

 Two rear vision mirrors,
one on each side.
 An efficient headlight
that works correctly
and is properly adjusted.
 Indicators (if your
motorbike was first
licensed on or after
1 January 1969).
 An effective horn
(sirens, bells and
whistles are not allowed).
 Safe tyres with a tread of
at least 1.5 mm.

 Adequate footrests for both driver
and, if pillion seating exists, for the
pillion passenger.

 Efficient brakes that will allow
you to stop promptly.



Your motorcycle must not have:
% any ornament or fitting that may cause injury in a crash;
% any lights shining to the rear that are not red (except indicators); or
% any red light showing to the front.
Your motorcycle’s roadworthiness should be checked every time before you ride. Basic
mechanical checks don’t need a mechanic to conduct them and can be done by an
informed novice.

1RWFRQGXFWLQJWKHURDGZRUWKLQHVVFKHFNVFDQEH
SRWHQWLDOO\OLIHWKUHDWHQLQJ
Regular maintenance will keep your motorcycle roadworthy and the vehicle will have a
lower exhaust emission. As a minimum you should perform the following checks every
time before you ride. If you are unsure of the operation or condition of any feature of
your motorcycle, check the manufacturer’s manual or seek qualified advice.

&KHFN7<5(6
Tyres should always be checked prior
to riding. Put the motorcycle on a
stand to allow the wheels to rotate.
Check the wear indicators and look
for any damage or objects that may
have pierced the tyre. If any damage
or wear is detected, replace the tyre/s
before riding the motorcycle.
The sidewalls of the tyres should not
have any cuts, cracks or bumps; if
detected the tyre should be replaced
before riding the motorcycle. If your
tyres wear unevenly there may be a
problem with the steering, alignment, tyre pressure or suspension.
Tyres must be in good condition and have a tread at least 1.5 mm deep across the
tread surface. Motorcycles must not have re-grooved tyres, unless the tyre was
manufactured to be re-grooved.
If you have had new tyres fitted, take extra care until the shiny surface is worn off as
they can be very slippery.



&KHFN7<5(35(6685(
Tyre pressure is critical to a
motorcycle’s handling. Under-inflated
tyres significantly increase the risk of
crashing.
Check tyre pressure in both tyres with
a tyre gauge. This is best done when
the tyres are cold and before you ride.
Make sure the pressure is within the
manufacturer’s recommendations or
they may overheat and fail.
Remember that if you are carrying a
pillion passenger or a load of gear you
may need to increase the tyre pressure. Your motorcycle mechanic, tyre supplier or
owner’s manual should be able to advise you about the best pressure to use.
Tyre pressure should be checked regularly, at least every two weeks. If your tyres
wear unevenly, there may be a problem with the steering, alignment suspension or tyre
pressure.
&KHFN&+$,17(16,21
By rotating the rear wheel you will be
able to detect any tight spots in your
drive chain. For the correct chain
adjustment, you should consult your
motorcycle mechanic or owner’s
manual. When adjusting the chain
tension, find the tightest spot and
make the adjustment as per instruction
in the manual. Riding with a slack or
worn chain can cause the rear wheel
to lock. If you motorcycle has a shaft
drive, check for oil leaks at the seals
and hub.



&KHFN/8%5,&$7(7+(&+$,1
Make sure you apply lubricant to the
pivot points and avoid any overspray
going onto the tyres or brake rotor. It
is best to oil the chain when it is hot.
If you are on a long trip over several
days, it is suggested that the chain be
oiled at the end of every day.

&KHFN%5$.(3$'6)25:($5
A quick look into the calliper should let
you know if there is sufficient material
left on the pads. If you are unsure
as to their wear level, consult your
motorcycle mechanic.

&KHFN/(9(/2)(1*,1(2,/
Make sure that the level of the engine
oil is between the high and low marks
on the inspection window or the
dipstick. Overfilling the engine with oil
can cause oil leaks.



&KHFN/(9(/2)%5$.()/8,'
Check the level of break fluid on both
the front and rear master cylinder
reservoirs. On motorcycles with
hydraulic clutches check that the fluid
level on the clutch master cylinder
reservoir is between the high and the
low marks.

&KHFN/(9(/2)&22/$17
Check the level of coolant in the
coolant reservoir tank (liquid cooled
motorcycles only). Top it up if
required.

&KHFN)25./(*6
Check the fork legs especially around
the fork seals. There should not be
any evidence of fork oil leakage.
Leaking oil on a tyre or brakes is a
major safety concern.



&KHFN(/(&75,&6
Check whether all of the electrics
are working properly, including the
lights, high and low beam, all of the
indicators, brake lights, both front and
rear brakes and the horn.

Also, check your battery and if the fluid
level is low, fill it to just above the cell
plates with distilled water.

&KHFN&$%/(6
Check cables where fitted e.g. clutch,
brakes and accelerator for signs
of fraying or wear and lubricate as
required with oil or grease where
appropriate. Regular lubrication will
prevent the cables from wearing and
stiff operation.
In addition to regular checks, all
motorcycles need regular servicing.
The bike’s manual will suggest times
when the motorcycle needs a service.
The service will require specialist
knowledge or tools and should be
conducted by a professional motorcycle mechanic.


5LGLQJD%RUURZHG0RWRUF\FOH

Increased caution is required when riding a borrowed motorcycle - every motorcycle
handles differently and it is much easier to make mistakes on an unfamiliar motorcycle.
If you decide to borrow a motorcycle, before you attempt to ride it, you should
always ensure that you know how to operate the controls and switches and that the
motorcycle is both safe and roadworthy. It is also your responsibility to make sure the
motorcycle is licensed.

,WLVDQRIIHQFHWROHQGDYHKLFOHWRDSHUVRQZKR
LVQRWDXWKRULVHGWRGULYHRUULGHLW
The best solution is not to lend or borrow a motorcycle.





0DLQWDLQLQJ$SSURSULDWH5LGLQJ3RVWXUH

When you first get a motorcycle adjust the controls to suit your height and build.
Correct riding posture reduces fatigue and improves control. To control a motorcycle
efficiently, your body must be in the correct position
7KHILYHNH\SRLQWVRIULGLQJSRVWXUHWKDWDSSO\WRDOOW\SHVRIPRWRUF\FOHVDUH
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

sit well forward;
keep your head up and point your chin in your direction of travel;
relax your arms and place minimal weight on your wrists;
keep your back relaxed and support your weight with your stomach muscles; and
grip the motorcycle firmly with your legs and knees.
.HHS\RXUKHDGXSDQG
SRLQW\RXUFKLQLQ\RXU
GLUHFWLRQRI WUDYHO
6LWZHOOIRUZDUG

.HHS\RXUEDFNUHOD[HG
DQGVXSSRUW\RXU
ZHLJKWZLWK\RXU
VWRPDFKPXVFOHV

5HOD[\RXUDUPVDQG
SODFHPLQLPDOZHLJKWRQ
\RXUZULVWV
*ULSWKHPRWRUF\FOH
ILUPO\ZLWK\RXUOHJV
DQGNQHHV



$GDSWLQJ\RXU5LGLQJWR+D]DUGRXV:HDWKHU&RQGLWLRQV

Although WA does not experience the same extreme weather conditions as some
other countries, you should be prepared for variety of conditions on the road. Safe
riding requires you to always ride in such a way that you are able to stop in the
distance you can see to be clear. This will vary with the density of traffic and, to a large
extent, with weather conditions, including bright sun, fog, rain and high winds.
 %ULJKWVXQVKLQH may cause significant dazzle. When the sun is shining in your
mirrors, adjust them to give you the best visibility with the minimum of glare. When
overtaking, be aware that other road users in front of you have difficulties with
seeing behind.
 6XQULVHRU6XQVHWwill make it hard for you to be seen by other drivers,
irrespective of whether you put the lights on and wear brightly coloured protective
gear. You must exercise extreme caution when riding at these times.



 +HDW+D]Hon open roads can hide approaching vehicles from view. Make sure
that the path is clear before you overtake other vehicles, especially long vehicles.
 )RJ reduces riders’ perception of speed and visibility. It also encourages riders to
closely follow a vehicle in front in order to see the vehicle lights ahead. You must
adjust your speed to the density of the fog. Riding in the fog is tiring, so watch for
the signs of fatigue and take more rest if necessary, see section 6.1.1 for more
information.
 5DLQcan significantly reduce visibility. When riding in the rain:
-

Remember that after a long dry spell followed by rain the roads usually
become very slippery and your stopping distances will be much longer. You
should therefore, ride very carefully and slow down.

-

A film of water can build up between the tyres and the road which is known
as ‘DTXDSODQLQJ’. This can result in a lack of control and lighter than normal
steering. To avoid aquaplaning, you should keep your speed down. If you do
aquaplane ease the throttle off smoothly.

-

Avoid painted arrows and road markings as they are usually very slippery. If
your rear wheel starts to skid as you accelerate, you must ease off the throttle
to gain control.

-

If you ride through a deep puddle you should ride slowly in a low gear and
after you are clear of the water, test that your brakes work effectively.

-

If the spray from vehicles ahead makes it difficult for you to see, you should
drop back until you can see clearly.

 +LJKZLQGVcan cause strong gusts on entering or emerging from under bridges,
crossing an open valley and riding into open country. High winds can cause
vehicles, especially high sided ones, to veer suddenly. A slip stream may result
where smaller vehicles are pulled towards the larger vehicle during overtaking. In
such situations you may need to counter high winds by using a firm grip on the
handlebars and considering leaning the motorcycle into the wind to compensate
for the sideways force.
When riding in windy conditions keep your speed down as wind buffeting can
affect the handling of your motorcycle.



 3ODQQLQJ\RXU5RXWH
In order to have an easier and pleasant journey with less stress, it is recommended
you plan your route before starting out. Avoid busy times if possible and allow plenty of
time for potential hold-ups, especially if you have an appointment to keep. Media traffic
reports can be of great assistance.
Where you are unfamiliar with the area or route, it is a good idea to plan ahead with
the use of any of the following;





a map;
satellite navigation equipment;
motoring organisation information; and
using an internet route planner.



5LGLQJDW1LJKW

At night there are significantly less vehicles on the road, but visibility is lower than
during the daytime. Headlights will not show the rider a road as clearly as daylight will.
Also, other road users may have trouble in seeing a headlight or tail light because of
other lights. While riding at night, motorcycle riders are advised to take extra care and
apply safety measures.
 Riders must ensure that they can see as clearly as possible. Therefore riders
should avoid wearing a dark tinted or scratched visor or tinted glasses.
 Riders need to be able to stop within the distance they can see ahead.
 Riders can use high beam for extra seeing distance, except when within 200
metres of another vehicle.
 Riders may need to slow down and look off centre if an on-coming vehicle has
not dipped its high beam.
 Riders must ensure they can be seen on the road.
 Riders should ride more slowly at night to give themselves more time to read the
road and react to any potential hazards.

0DNHVXUHWKDWDQ\UHÀHFWRUVDQGDOOLQGLFDWRUVDQGRWKHU
OLJKWVRQ\RXUPRWRUF\FOHDUHFOHDQ
:HDUDUHÀHFWLYHYHVWZKHQ\RXULGHDWQLJKW



5(9,(:48(67,216
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

If you lose
concentration
whilst riding, what
else is likely to
occur?
What should you
do if you need
cough medicine
prior to riding?

What is the
minimum permitted
tread depth on any
tyre before it is
considered illegal?
What is
recommended
for cleaning your
helmet?

You will have quick
reflexes

Your reaction time
will be slower

You will feel ill

Ask your doctor,
pharmacist or
check the medicine
label to see if it
could affect your
riding
1.7mm

Take the medicine
an hour before
riding

Ride if you feel
alright

1.0mm

1.5mm

Industrial cleaner

White spirits

Mild soapy water
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Some of the challenges you will face on the road will be out of your control, for
example behaviour of other road users, weather conditions or the road surface.
However, you have control over other factors, such as your physical well being,
wearing quality protective clothing, and riding a roadworthy vehicle.
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There is no known definition of a safe rider. Therefore, it is necessary to adopt a cross
disciplinary approach, involving the law, the science of human behaviour and road craft
in order to identify factors which play a critical role in ensuring and maintaining riders’
safety. The multi-disciplinary approach identifies that on-the-road safety depends on
the combination of riders’ attitude, knowledge and riding skills.
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52$':257+<9(+,&/(

If you are unsure how these factors interact with one another and impact on your
safety consider the following scenarios:
6FHQDULR
Igor is an experienced rider who has an excellent knowledge of road rules and
regulations. His motorcycle is always well maintained. He is considering riding home
from a BBQ. He has had a long day and he is feeling tired. He has a choice of staying
overnight at his friend’s house. Instead, he opts for exceeding the speed limit to get
home quickly. Is his decision sound? Is he showing regard for his safety and that of
other road users?
6FHQDULR
Penny is very proud of her newly acquired rider status. Despite a few trips to the
shops, she has not spent much time riding her new scooter. She knows the traffic and
road rules, and is safety aware. Having had a pleasant day, she offers her friend a ride



home. She is convinced she will manage the ride in peak traffic across the city. Is her
decision supported by her skills/experience? Is she endangering her own safety and
that of her friend?
6FHQDULR
Rob has recently obtained a licence authorising him to ride a moped. He is an
experienced off-road rider from the years he spent on the family farm. He is safetyaware and never rides when fatigued or under the influence of alcohol and/or
drugs. However, having recently moved to the city, he is unsure of what to do when
approaching an intersection or roundabout. He promised himself he would, one
day, learn the rules. So far, he has not done it. He has been riding to and from work
across the city every day of a week. Does Rob know enough to be safe? Is his lack of
knowledge dangerous to others?
What the above scenarios demonstrate is that on its own just one of the elements
won’t ensure your safety.

<RXUVDIHW\GHSHQGVRQKRZZHOO\RXFDQVLPXOWDQHRXVO\DSSO\
\RXUNQRZOHGJHRIURDGUXOHVDQGUHJXODWLRQVXVHVDIHULGLQJ
VNLOOVDQGDGRSWDQDSSURSULDWHDWWLWXGH


5LGHU·V$WWLWXGHDQG6DIH5LGLQJ

How you feel is reflected in how you act and interact with others. You act differently
when you are angry, stressed and/or unhappy compared to when you are relaxed and
happy. You can improve your safety by ensuring that you do not ride when you are
angry, stressed and/or unhappy.
All too often, some road users may display a less-then-courteous behaviour in their
interactions with other road users. A person’s ability to judge a situation and make
sound riding decisions may be impaired by a bad mood. Sadly, a bad mood is often
reflected in aggressive driving behaviour, such as:






road rage;
tailgating (following too close);
speeding;
reckless riding; or
running red lights.

When drivers display any of the above behaviours they may be prone to make
mistakes and consequently, cause injury to themselves or other road users.



As much as you can control your own moods and behaviour, you cannot control the
mood and behaviours of other road users. You can only influence these through your
attitude, actions, and by riding in a safe manner. The best option is to stay impartial
and not react to inappropriate behaviour, such as threats and obscene gestures made
toward you by other road users.
If you are a target of aggression, do not succumb to the behaviours of others, for
example, if you are tailgated, do not accelerate in order to accommodate the driver/
rider behind you. Remain calm and maintain an appropriate speed (within the
prescribed speed limit) and buffer between yourself and the vehicle ahead of you (see
section 7.3.6).
Reacting to aggressive driving behaviour with shouting and/or offensive gestures may
further fuel the aggression and may lead to a more unsafe situation developing.



5RDGFUDIW

The term µURDGFUDIW¶ originated in the 1950s in the United Kingdom (UK). It is the
name of UK’s Police driving manual that outlines a system of control for cars and
motorcycles.
“The purpose of the system of motorcycle control is to provide ways of approaching
and negotiating hazards that is methodical, safe and leaves nothing to chance. The
system promotes careful observation and planning, and a systematic use of the
controls to achieve machine stability.
Drawing together all riding skills in a coordinated response to road and traffic
conditions is central to roadcraft. It gives you the time to select the best road position,
speed and gear to negotiate the hazard safely and efficiently.
The benefits of applying a systematic approach to driving is that the simultaneous
physical and mental demands on the vehicle and the driver are reduced by separating
the phases of manoeuvres into logical sequences. This allows both the driver and
the vehicle to avoid being overwhelmed by having to do too much at the same time.
For example, braking and steering at the same time place greater demands on the
vehicle’s available grip and in the worst case can lead to a skid.”6
In Australia, the system of vehicle control is generally applied with the following
phases:
 &RXUVH – a route planned to follow;
 0LUURU - to monitor traffic behind in order to assist with the best approach;
 6LJQDO- to warn other road users;

6

P. Coyne (1996) The police foundation Motorcycle ROADCRAFT, police rider’s handbook to better motorcycling, Chapter 2, p.29



 %UDNH- appropriate to the hazard being approached, attained by using explicit
braking or throttle control (engine braking) and always being able to stop in the
distance you can see to be clear on your side of the road;
 *HDU6HOHFWLRQ- appropriate for maximum vehicle control through the hazard,
selected in one shift; and
 $FFHOHUDWLRQ - for clearing the hazard safely.

$SKUDVHWRKHOSUHPHPEHUWKHSULQFLSOHVRI³URDGFUDIW´LV
&DQ0\6DIHW\%H*LYHQ$ZD\"
Your roadcraft will progressively improve as you gain training and riding experience.



6DIHULGLQJVNLOOV

Riding is never risk free, but you should aim to ride in a “low risk” manner. Riding “low
risk” means adopting safe riding skills which include observation, speed management,
road positioning, decision making and hazard perception.


2EVHUYDWLRQ

The road environment is constantly changing and requires high levels of observation
and concentration. The key to good observation is scanning, checking mirrors,
conducting head checks, and positioning your head for turns.
6FDQQLQJ
As opposed to focusing on one target, scanning is keeping your eyes moving,
checking in one area for a couple of seconds, then moving your eyes to another area.
When scanning, try looking;






in the distance;
at the road surface;
to your left;
to your right; and
at your mirrors and instruments.

%HIRUHPRYLQJRIIIURPWUDI¿FOLJKWVFKHFNDOOGLUHFWLRQV
WRPDNHVXUHWKHWUDI¿FWKDWZRXOGRWKHUZLVHFURVV
\RXUSDWKKDVVWRSSHG



&KHFNLQJ0LUURUV
Every few seconds you must check the mirrors to always know what is behind you.
There are also particular times when it is very important for you to check the mirrors,
for example:
 before making any change to your speed or road position;
 when preparing to turn or change lanes; and
 when you are stopped behind another vehicle.
3OHDVH1RWH
Many motorcycles have curved mirrors called µFRQYH[¶ mirrors which provide a wider
field of vision. It is critical that you check your blind spots by performing a head check
because in convex mirrors, objects appear further back than they actually are.
+HDG&KHFN
A head check is the only sure way to see objects that are in your blind spot. Riders
have ‘blind spots’ just as drivers do. A blind spot is the area next to you that you are
unable to see in your mirrors. When you are about to change your position on the road
(e.g. make a turn, exit a roundabout, move off or change lanes), make sure you turn
your head and look over your shoulder to see if it is clear.

Check blind spots before changing your road position.



3HUIRUPDKHDGFKHFNEHIRUHWXUQLQJULJKWLQWRDVWUHHWRU
GULYHZD\MXVWLQFDVHDIROORZLQJYHKLFOHKDVQRWVHHQ\RXU
LQGLFDWRUDQGLVRYHUWDNLQJ\RX
+HDG3RVLWLRQIRU7XUQV
When cornering, looking through a corner will
help with your coordination and balance. Use your
peripheral vision to scan the road surface while
keeping your head pointed in the direction you want
to go.



6SHHG0DQDJHPHQW

Like other road users, riders are required to ride
within the designated speed limits. However, as the perception of speed depends on
a broad range of factors, it is easy for riders to underestimate the speed. Therefore,
riders are advised to check speedometers at regular intervals while riding.

:KHQVSHHGLVGRXEOHGEUDNLQJGLVWDQFHTXDGUXSOHV,QZHWDQG
VOLSSHU\FRQGLWLRQVEUDNLQJGLVWDQFHVDOVRLQFUHDVHJUHDWO\
With an increasing speed, the foreground details become blurred and riders are
required to scan the road further ahead in order to gain more time to assess, plan and
react.
The speed limits on our roads indicate the maximum permissible speed in various
locations. However, this speed is not the same as a safe speed.

7KHVDIHVSHHGIRUDSDUWLFXODUVWUHWFKRIURDGLVGHWHUPLQHG
E\WKHFRQGLWLRQVVXFKDVWUDI¿FGHQVLW\ZHDWKHUFRQGLWLRQV
DQGYLVLELOLW\
Every rider has their own speed limit: that is the highest speed at which they are safe
and comfortable in any given situation. Speed must always be related to the extent of
the road you can see to be clear and the ability to stop within this distance by day or
night.



7KHRQXVLVRQWKHULGHUWRVHOHFWDVSHHGDSSURSULDWH
IRUWKHFRQGLWLRQV
At all speeds, low risk riders continually keep a crash avoidance space around their
motorcycles at all times. In order to determine crash avoidance space you need to
consider:







your ability;
characteristics of your vehicle;
road and road surface conditions;
traffic conditions and speed limit;
weather conditions; and
reaction and response time.



5HDFWLRQDQG5HVSRQVH7LPH

Reaction time is the time the rider needs to:





see the situation;
perceive what it means;
decide on a response; and
instigate that response.

Riders who are fit and alert will require about RQHDQGDKDOIVHFRQGVto react to a
sudden and unexpected change in traffic conditions. They also require about RQH
DQGDKDOIVHFRQGVto respond to that change. The WKUHHVHFRQGVDIHW\PDUJLQ for
motorcyclists is justified by:
 the higher degree of skill, co-ordination and balance required for riding; and
 the increased vulnerability of severe injuries in a crash.

,WLVUHFRPPHQGHGWKDWPRWRUF\FOHULGHUVPDLQWDLQD
PLQLPXPRIDWKUHHVHFRQGFUDVKDYRLGDQFHVSDFHWRUHDFWDQG
UHVSRQGWRDVLWXDWLRQ7KHWKUHHVHFRQGUXOH DSSOLHVUHJDUGOHVV
RIWKHVSHHGDWZKLFK\RXDUHULGLQJ
Please note: The 2-second rule applies while driving a car.
You may need even longer in poor conditions such as rain and darkness. The threesecond rule can be used when following another vehicle or if there is potential for
other vehicle to accelerate or steer into your crash avoidance space.





6XUYLYDO6SDFH 0DLQWDLQLQJ6SDFHWRWKH)URQW

To calculate a three-second crash avoidance space when following another vehicle,
use this basic technique: as the rear of the vehicle in front of you passes a stationary
object at the side of the road, such as a power pole, tree or sign, start a three-second
count one thousand and one, one thousand and two, one thousand and three.

Stay at least 3 seconds behind the vehicle ahead.
If your motorcycle passes the point you picked before you finish the count, you are
following too closely. Your crash avoidance space is not large enough. Slow down and
repeat the count again until the three-second crash avoidance space is achieved.

Increase following distance in poor conditions.

,QSRRUFRQGLWLRQVVXFKDVUDLQQLJKWWLPHDQGJUDYHOURDGV
LWPD\EHQHFHVVDU\WRLQFUHDVH\RXUFUDVKDYRLGDQFHVSDFH
WRIRXURUPRUHVHFRQGV
To reduce the risk of riding into the back of another vehicle, the three-second crash
avoidance space is essential, as the vehicle in front could stop very quickly, especially
if it collides with another vehicle or a stationary object.



0DLQWDLQLQJ6SDFHZKHQ6WRSSHG
When you stop behind another vehicle leave DWOHDVWRQHFDUOHQJWK between your front
wheel and the back of the vehicle in front. This will provide some space in case they roll
back or if you need to ride around them.

0DLQWDLQLQJ6SDFHEHKLQG<RX
It is difficult to maintain a crash avoidance space behind you, as another driver or rider
controls the space. If a vehicle behind is travelling too closely, slow down slightly to
increase the space you have in front of you. This will enable you to brake gradually if
you spot a hazard in front, which will allow the following vehicle more time in which to
stop. You may also consider repositioning within your lane in case of emergency.
5HGXFLQJ6SHHG
You must slow down if you do not have a clear view of the road ahead. Situations
where your vision may be reduced include:







blind corners;
blocked intersections;
crests;
poor weather conditions;
shadows; and
sunset or sunrise.

6ORZGRZQLI\RXFDQQRWVHH¿YHVHFRQGVDKHDG
To calculate five-second vision in a curve, pick a fixed point in the oncoming lane that
has just come into view and start a count ‘one thousand and one, one thousand and
two... one thousand and five’. If you reach the point before five seconds you are riding
too fast for the available vision.





(IIHFWLYH8VHRI6LJQDOV

Effective and consistent use of signals plays an important role in the system of
motorcycle control. Signalling is a critical means of communicating with other road
users about your presence and intentions. Therefore, you must make the meaning
of your signals clear, give signals in a reasonable time that ensures other road users
are clear of your intentions. Otherwise, other road users may easily misinterpret your
signals and intentions.

5HPHPEHUWKDWVLJQDOOLQJGRHVQRWJLYH\RXDQ\ULJKW
WRFDUU\RXWWKHDFWLRQV\RXKDYHLQGLFDWHG
The signals available to you are:







indicators;
horn signals;
hazard warning lights;
brake lights;
headlights; and
hand signals.

The following table provides examples of what the signals mean and when they should
be applied.



6LJQDOV
,QGLFDWRUV

+RUQ

+D]DUG
ZDUQLQJ
OLJKWV
%UDNHOLJKWV
+HDGOLJKWV

8VH
Give a signal for each manoeuvre
you intend to carry out, e.g. when
you intend to turn left/right or when
you are pulling over to stop.

Use the horn when:
 it can benefit pedestrians
or other road users in
situations where they
may not have noticed you
or cannot see you; and
 on the approach to any
hazard if there is no
reaction to your warning.
Use the hazard warning lights
to alert other road users to your
presence when you have stopped.
Use brake lights to indicate that you
are slowing down or intend to stop
Headlight flashes should only be
used for the purpose of informing
other road users of your presence,
e.g. before overtaking in daylight.

7R5HPHPEHU
Timing - not only the
appropriateness for other road
users but also the sequence of road
hazards you may encounter before
or after your turn.
Cancel the indicators immediately
after you carried out the manoeuvre.
Adjust the length of the horn note to
the circumstances.
Using the horn does not justify using
excessive speed.
Horns used by other road users can
be difficult to hear with a helmet on.
Use the hazard warning lights only
briefly.
Carry out rear observation before
using your brakes.
Never assume that a headlight flash
from another road user is a signal
for you to proceed.

Use headlight flashes when the horn
cannot be heard.

+DQG
VLJQDOV



During darkness use headlight
flashes to inform other road users
of your presence on the approach
to a hill crest or narrow hump-back
bridge or when travelling along very
narrow, winding roads.
Use hand signals if your vehicle
does not have indicators and/or
when the indicators on your vehicle
are not effective.

Do not use hand signals when you
need both hands on handlebars to
control the vehicle.

5RDG3RVLWLRQLQJDQG%XIIHULQJ

Traffic and road situations are constantly changing and so does the safest position on
the road. Low risk riders aim to be in the right place at all times. Space, surface and
sight must be considered when choosing your position on the road. Remember that
motorcycles can ride in any position within the lane providing it is safe and reasonable.



6SDFH
As a motorcycle rider you have very little to protect you in a crash. The more distance
you can keep from other vehicles and pedestrians the better.

&UHDWLQJVSDFHIURPSRWHQWLDOKD]DUGVLVUHIHUUHGWRDVEXIIHULQJ
Buffering hazards may be required in any direction around you. Buffering needs will
also change as you move and interact with other road users.
6XUIDFH
Riders need to be very aware of the road
surface. Paint, oil, water, sand, gravel, pot
holes and metal plates are all examples of
different road surface conditions that may
cause the motorcycle to skid.
If your rear wheel skids, steer into the skid
and ease off the rear brake when the bike is
travelling in a straight line again.
For a motorcycle rider, a relatively small
change in road position can result in a
significant change in the quality of road
surface. At traffic lights for example, look
to avoid the oil patches. Choosing a road
position slightly to the left or right of the patch
may be more appropriate. Also remember that
in extreme heat the road surface may become
soft.
Your choice of road position may also be
influenced by the direction you are travelling
at traffic lights (turning left or right) or by other
vehicles or hazards.
Although it is best to avoid riding on a poor
surface, sometimes this is not possible, for
example when buffering an oncoming vehicle
the best road position may be the left side
of the lane. The left side of the road may be
bumpy and broken up, however it may be
preferable to ride on this surface to get a safe
buffer from the oncoming hazard.



The solution is easy, if you need to ride on a poor surface to buffer a hazard - just slow
down.

6LJKW
A good road position can allow you to see
further, around other vehicles and get more
information about what is happening up
ahead. Generally the right side of the lane
provides good vision up the road, to the sides
and also behind you. However the right side
of the lane is a dangerous position to be in if
there is oncoming traffic.
The further back you follow other vehicles the
better you can see around them.

7U\WRFKRRVHDURDGSRVLWLRQWKDWSURYLGHVJRRGYLVLRQZLWKRXW
FRPSURPLVLQJ\RXUEXIIHUIURPSRWHQWLDOKD]DUGV
This is particularly relevant when following large vehicles or when taking left bends.



The vision of other road users is another important consideration whilst riding. Be
aware of the blind spots of other road users as you approach them and avoid riding in
their blind spots. This is especially important on multi-lane roads or at intersections.

'RQRWULGHEHVLGHRWKHUYHKLFOHVRULQWKHLUEOLQGVSRWV
Queues of traffic may be blocking the view of turning vehicles, slow down and buffer
as appropriate.
Slow down and buffer slow moving or
stopped traffic. They may be blocking the
view of a turning vehicle.
By actively managing space, surface and
sight a rider can significantly reduce the
risk of crashing.



2Q5RDG3RVLWLRQ

$PRWRUF\FOHULGHUFDQOHJDOO\XVHDQ\SDUWRIWKHLUODQH
Examples of potential hazards that may require a change of road position and
buffering include, but are not limited to:
 parked, overtaking or turning vehicles (especially large ones like buses or
trucks); and
 pedestrians or wildlife that may react unpredictably, for example crossing the
road without warning.

7KHEXIIHU\RXFUHDWHLQRQHVLWXDWLRQPD\EHFRPH
FRPSURPLVHGDV\RXRURWKHUURDG
XVHUVPRYHLQWUDI¿F
Also when executing manoeuvres as a rider you may need to buffer different potential
hazards at different times, for example oncoming vehicles at an intersection before
making a turn and pedestrians as you exit it.

%XIIHUZKDW\RXFDQVHHDQGEHSUHSDUHGIRU
WKLQJV\RXFDQQRWVHH
Maintain a buffer from hazards and slow down if vision is limited.
In busy traffic you may be in the left
side of the lane for most of the time only
moving right to buffer vehicles in side
streets.



9HKLFOHV)ROORZLQJ
Be aware of vehicles that are behind you and maintain a buffer from vehicles if they
pass. If vehicles are following close behind it is sometimes better to select the middle
of the lane.
%OLQG&UHVWV
Road positioning is especially important when approaching blind crests. Clues as
to the road direction on the other side of the crest, such as fences or street lights
might help prepare you for the road ahead. In some situations there is a possibility of
multiple potential hazards such as oncoming vehicles or an uneven road surface. In
these cases it may be necessary to slow down and buffer potential hazards.
2YHUWDNLQJ
Overtaking other vehicles is very hazardous. You not only need to be able to judge the
gap between your motorcycle and an oncoming vehicle, you also need to have enough
space between your motorcycle and the vehicle you are overtaking. When overtaking,
maintain a buffer zone between your motorcycle and the vehicle you are overtaking.
On regional roads and highways there are often overtaking lanes at regular intervals
that allow you to safely overtake.
When overtaking:
 create a buffer from the vehicle you are passing;
 check ahead for side streets and driveways, they may be concealed (particularly
in regional areas) and the vehicle you are passing may be turning into one or
other road users might be turning out of them; and
 perform a head check for vehicles that may be overtaking you.
7XUQLQJ
The faster a motorcycle is travelling the harder it is to turn. Reducing your speed
before turning is essential. Wait until the motorcycle begins to straighten up before
accelerating. Accelerating will stand a motorcycle up and too much speed will make
the motorcycle run wide.

'XULQJYHU\ORZVSHHGWXUQVIRUH[DPSOH8WXUQVJHQWOHXVHRI
WKHWKURWWOHFOXWFKDQGUHDUEUDNHFDQFRQWUROVSHHG
At intersections it may be necessary to maintain a buffer from oncoming traffic while
you are waiting to turn.
When turning left from a single lane, start the turn as near as practicable to the far left
side of the road. Buffering hazards as you exit the turn.



When turning right from a single lane, start the turn as near as practicable to the far
right of the lane on the left of the centre of the road. Buffer hazards as you exit the
turn.

:KHQWXUQLQJOHIWRUULJKW\RXPXVWJLYHZD\WRDQ\SHGHVWULDQV
FURVVLQJWKHURDGLQWRZKLFK\RXDUHWXUQLQJ
See section 8.10 for more information on managing turns.
*DS6HOHFWLRQ
Selecting a safe gap when turning, overtaking or changing lanes is a critical skill to
safe riding. Gap selection is also very important at intersections where the chance of
colliding with another vehicle is very high if the gap you select is too small.
A safe gap is one that enables you to turn, overtake, change lanes or cross an
intersection without affecting the crash avoidance space of other road users.

Choose a gap so other vehicles are not
forced to change speed or road position.
Try to be clear of the intersection for
3 seconds before other vehicles arrive.
A safe gap ensures that other vehicles do
not need to change their speed or position.
When turning across traffic make sure
your vehicle is clear of the intersection
by at least three seconds before the
approaching vehicles arrive. When joining
a traffic stream select a gap that allows
you to reach the traffic speed before the
approaching vehicles are within three
seconds of your motorcycle.



3RVLWLRQLQJIRU&XUYHVDQG%HQGV
Starting curves wide will improve your vision. Planning to finish them in tight will help
you get your speed right and leave you room for slight errors. Most importantly, keep
away from the area where oncoming vehicles are likely to cross the centre of the road
(the head on zone). Taking curves and bends this way will slow you down a little on
the approach but will allow you to accelerate out much earlier, when you have a clear
view.
However, on blind curves, slow down and
keep central in your lane until you see the
road is clear of oncoming traffic.

3ODQWRVWDUWFXUYHVZLGHIRUYLVLRQ
3ODQWR¿QLVKLQWLJKW
.HHSDZD\IURPWKHKHDGRQ]RQH

On right curves slow down and keep to the left until you see the road is clear of
oncoming traffic. Many crashes happen because riders run wide on the exit of a turn.



7KH'DQJHURI([LWLQJ:LGH
Many riders try to straighten turns resulting in the motorcycle exiting the curve out
wide. This is a particularly dangerous practice as it allows no room for error. If the
curve ‘tightens up’ or changes direction the rider will need additional effort to complete
the turn. Furthermore, on right curves the risk of a head-on collision is greatly
increased.

Exiting wide can result in a crash.
Turning too early can result in a head-on collision or a crash on the exit of the curve.

:KHQDULGHU¿QLVKHVDFXUYHZLGHWKHUHLVQRURRPIRUHUURU
/HDQLQJZLWKWKH0RWRUF\FOHLQD&XUYH

Body weight on
the inside of the
turn.

Arms relaxed
with slight
pressure on the
inside handle
bar.

Head and eyes
level with chin
pointed in the
direction of the
turn.

Knees firmly
gripping the
motorcycle.



3ODQQLQJD6HULHVRI&XUYHV
Starting curves wide and planning to finish
them in tight allows you to link a series
of curves together. By exiting each curve
in a tight position you will be perfectly
positioned for the entry into the next curve.
While planning to finish in a tight position
at the next curve – you need to remember
to create a buffer if you see an oncoming
vehicle.

5LGLQJLQ*URXSV
Riding in a group “single file” allows every rider to buffer hazards and if a 3-second
following distance is maintained, vision is less affected. Riding “staggered file” can
be more advantageous in some circumstances, for example you can avoid being in
another rider’s blind spot. Like in any situation consider your ability to see or buffer
hazards and the vision of other riders in the group.


+D]DUG3HUFHSWLRQDQG5HVSRQVH

When riding, hazard perception is critical to your ability to manage unexpected and
potentially dangerous situations on the road.
Your ability to spot hazards depends on your attention, perception and informationprocessing skills. When you have attained these skills, when riding a motorcycle (or
driving a vehicle) you can:
 detect any potential hazard;
 appraise the hazard as a threat that requires you to respond; and
 select and apply an appropriate response.7
The three-second rule can be used in response to hazard situations, there is potential
for other vehicle to accelerate or steer into the space. For example, a vehicle
in an adjacent street could fail to give way and accelerate out, or, a vehicle approaching
could turn without warning into an intersection and steer across your path.
Experienced low risk riders, are able to mentally judge a three second crash avoidance
space in front of their motorcycle. If there is potential for a hazard to enter this crash
avoidance
space, your response should be:

 slowing down (“setting up” or covering the brakes - see section 7.3.8); and
 moving away, creating a ‘buffer’ from the hazard by changing your position
on the road or changing lanes.
7

Injury Research Centre, School of Population Health, University of Western Australia (UWA), P. Palamara and Claire Adams formerly
from Injury Research Centre (UWA): 7KH6WDWXVRI+D]DUG3HUFHSWLRQ7HVWLQJLQ$XVWUDODVLD(March 2004 & Revised August 2005),



Your ability to respond to hazards without crashing and/or being injured means that
you are able to deal with any dangerous situation that might occur.

Respond before reaching
the hazard

Respond when something can enter your
crash avoidance space



([DPSOHVRIVLWXDWLRQVWKDWUHTXLUHDUHVSRQVHVXFKDVVORZLQJGRZQRUPRYLQJDZD\

A vehicle waiting to turn in front
of your path

A vehicle waiting to pull out from
the left side

Stopped traffic obscuring vision at an
intersection

A vehicle waiting to pull out from
the right side





%UDNLQJ

Correct braking is performed in two stages:
 putting light pressure on both brake levers and pausing (set up the brakes); and
 increasingly applying the braking pressure (squeeze).
Two-stage braking (set up and squeeze) improves braking effectiveness, reduces the
likelihood of skidding and provides better control. When releasing the brakes ease
them off gently to maintain the stability of the motorcycle. Easing off the brakes gently
is particularly important when entering curves.
Harsh or excessive braking pressure may cause skidding and a loss of control,
particularly on wet or gravel roads. If the front wheel begins to skid due to incorrect
braking, or in an emergency situation, release the front brake to remove the skid by
allowing the front wheel to turn - then gently reapply the brakes.
In normal riding conditions the brakes should be applied when the motorcycle is
upright and moving in a straight line. When approaching turns, the brakes should be
applied before the turn.
“Covering” the brakes means having your hand and/or foot positioned and ready to
apply the brakes. It may or may not result in you actually applying the brakes and it is
not appropriate to maintain this position continuously.


6WHHULQJDQG&RXQWHU6WHHULQJ

A motorcycle can be steered by direct steering, counter steering, handlebar pressure,
body weight, and changes in speed. Experienced riders use a combination of these
steering techniques to turn smoothly and precisely. Your ability to steer a motorcycle
will play a critical role in situations when you cannot avoid sudden hazards that
present themselves in the form of small objects or potholes on the road where braking
is not the preferred option.
'LUHFW6WHHULQJ
When direct steering, the motorcycle will go in the direction to which the handle bars
are turned. Direct steering is only used for very low speed turns, such as U turns and
turns at intersections.
&RXQWHU6WHHULQJ
When counter steering, the motorcycle goes in the opposite direction to which the
handle bars are turned, for example a slight forward pressure on the right handle bar
will make the motorcycle lean and move right, although the front wheel actually turns
slightly left. Counter steering has more effect as speed increases.



Counter steering is the only way to swerve quickly round an object.

%RG\:HLJKW
How a rider uses their body weight will have a significant effect on a turning
motorcycle. Leaning with the motorcycle in a curve allows the motorcycle to be
more upright thereby giving the tyres better grip and the motorcycle greater ground
clearance. With low speed turns, leaning out from the turn can help balance the
motorcycle.
&KDQJHVLQ6SHHG
Depending on the corner, it is usually best to hold a constant speed, or after slowing
to a low entry speed, progressively accelerate out of the turn after the apex. If
acceleration is too aggressive the motorcycle will stand up and run wide, and if the
corner is taken under deceleration the motorcycle will fall into the corner causing
instability.

,I\RXFDQ¶WDYRLGWKHKD]DUGWKHEHVWVWUDWHJ\LVWRNHHS\RXU
VSHHGGRZQDQGKROGWKHKDQGOHEDUV¿UPO\





%HQHILWVRI 3URIHVVLRQDO7UDLQLQJ

1RULGHUKDQGERRNOHDÀHWRUEURFKXUHZLOOUHSODFHWKHYDOXHRI
SUDFWLFDOULGLQJH[SHULHQFHLQ\RXUWUDLQLQJ
Choosing a person to teach you to ride is often dictated by your circumstances,
such as affordability or access. Depending on your personal circumstances you may
choose:
 a licensed Driving Instructor authorised to deliver motorcycle instruction; or
 an instructor in a youth driver education course conducted or supervised by a
body authorised by the Director General for that purpose; or
 a supervisor (e.g. a family member) who is authorised to perform any driving
of a kind for which the driving instruction is being sought and has held that
authorisation for a period of, or periods adding up to;
in the case of riding a moped, at least 2 years; or
in any other case, at least 4 years.
The choice of person who will be instructing you is critical to your learning. Therefore,
before you engage services of any of the persons mentioned above ask yourself the
following questions:
 ,VWKHSHUVRQ¶VNQRZOHGJHDQGVNLOOVXSWRGDWH"If not, then you risk learning skills
that will not be relevant and/or not up to the required standard at the time of your
practical assessment.
 'RHVWKHSHUVRQKDYHDJRRGGULYLQJULGLQJUHFRUG" If not, then you may adopt an
attitude that will compromise your safety in the future.
 ,VWKHSHUVRQIXOO\FRPPLWWHGWR\RXUOHDUQLQJSURFHVV" It will take time for you
to learn to ride. The person who will be teaching you will need to invest time for
planning your instruction and riding with you. If the person is not fully committed,
then you risk having your instruction disrupted. Subsequently, you may not be
ready to take your practical riding assessment.
 'R\RXIHHOVDIHZLWKWKLVSHUVRQ"Consider your physical and emotional safety in
terms of the roadworthiness of the vehicle, wearing protective clothes at all times,
and the ability of the person to create an environment that will meet your learning
needs.
Also, consider the benefits of riding under the supervision of a professional instructor.



Professional Instructors can often provide a stress-free OHDUQLQJHQYLURQPHQW
DFFRPPRGDWH\RXULQGLYLGXDOQHHGV and deliver a VWUXFWXUHGWUDLQLQJSURJUDP
with the focus on:
 SURJUHVVLYHGHYHORSPHQWRI\RXUULGLQJVNLOOV to the required standards;
 FRUUHFWLQWHUSUHWDWLRQDQGDSSOLFDWLRQRIFXUUHQWURDGUXOHV;
 learning VDIHULGLQJ skills (as opposed to teaching you skills that will only help
you pass the practical assessment);
 KD]DUGDZDUHQHVV and KD]DUGPDQDJHPHQW skills;
 quality IHHGEDFN as the means to skill improvement;
 the URDGZRUWKLQHVV of the motorcycle;
 GHYHORSLQJ\RXUNQRZOHGJHon industry-related issues; and
 learning to rideWKHODWHVWPRGHOYHKLFOHV
All professional instructors in WA must hold an instructors licence issued under the
0RWRU9HKLFOH'ULYHUV,QVWUXFWRUV$FW. You can access a comprehensive list of
driving schools in your area online at www.yellowpages.com.au
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Q1

What should the
horn be used for?

Warning
pedestrians or
other road users
who have not
noticed you

To signal your
annoyance

To greet other road
users

Q2

When is it vital to
check your blind
spots?
How many
seconds are
recommended to
maintain a suitable
crash avoidance
space when
following another
vehicle in fine road
conditions?
What should you
do if another
motorist does
something that
upsets you?

Changing gear

When changing
road position

Slowing down

1.5 seconds

2 seconds

3 seconds

Sound your horn

Flash your
headlights several
times

Remain calm and
not react

Q3

Q4

*5FH
,=8=B;=B
,9;I@5F
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Dealing with challenges arising from your interactions with other road users, weather
and road conditions, other vehicles, and traffic volume is the ultimate test of your
knowledge of road rules and regulations, riding skills, and attitude.



2WKHU5RDG8VHUV



3HGHVWULDQV

Always keep a look out for pedestrians and be ready to give way to them. Some of
the places to look out for pedestrians are:







at pedestrian crossings;
intersections;
between parked cars or behind buses;
near schools and playgrounds;
near shopping centres; and
near hotels, taverns or clubs.

Riders PXVWgive way to pedestrians (including people in wheelchairs) who are:
 crossing at an intersection in front of your turning vehicle; or
 crossing at a pedestrian crossing (zebra crossing) or children’s crossing (see
8.5.2); or
 crossing at a marked foot crossing (traffic signal controlled crossing for vehicles
and pedestrian lights for pedestrians) when a light facing vehicles is flashing
yellow or red; or
 crossing in front of your vehicle at a slip lane (a left turn lane at an intersection
where there is an island between that lane and lanes for other traffic).

<RXVKRXOGQHYHUZDYHSHRSOHDFURVVDWSHGHVWULDQ
FURVVLQJVDVWKHUHPD\EHRWKHUYHKLFOHVDSSURDFKLQJ
WKDW\RXKDYHQRWQRWLFHG
At children’s crossings you must stop before the crossing when the crossing attendant
extends the flags. You must not start to move until the attendant withdraws the flags
signalling that you can go, see 8.5.2 for more information.
Parallel Walk Crossings
These are intersections controlled by traffic signals for vehicles and pedestrian lights
for pedestrians to use to cross the road. Parallel walk crossings are those where
pedestrians are permitted to walk on the green pedestrian signal, parallel with the flow
of traffic. At these crossings the lights for pedestrians turn green a few seconds before
riders are given their green light to proceed and turning vehicles must give way to
pedestrians crossing with the pedestrian lights.





&\FOLVWV

Cyclists have an equal right to use the road as other vehicles. They may legally use
the whole lane on roads with lane markings and are allowed to ride two abreast (sideby-side). Share the road with them and allow plenty of room. Be especially careful:
 when WXUQLQJOHIW not to cut cyclists off. If there is not enough room to turn in
front of them, wait for them to ride past and make your turn behind them; and
 when RYHUWDNLQJ, keep a safe distance and at least one metre clearance from the
side of your vehicle. Slow down and do not overtake unless it is safe to do so.


(PHUJHQF\9HKLFOHV

You must comply with the road rules in regard to emergency vehicles, such as police
and fire fighting vehicles, ambulances and vehicles used to convey blood or other
supplies for a person urgently requiring treatment. You can identify an emergency
vehicle by its siren or its red and/or blue flashing lights. When you spot an emergency
vehicle in your immediate vicinity:





remain calm;
check where the emergency vehicle is coming from and give way to it;
move as far as to the left of the road if you can; and
slow down or stop if you cannot move left - let the emergency vehicle drive around
you.

,WLVDQRIIHQFHQRWWRJLYHZD\WRDQHPHUJHQF\YHKLFOH


/DUJHDQG2YHUVL]H9HKLFOHV

Vehicles 7.5 metres in length and longer need to make wide turns – so be careful
when you are travelling near a large vehicle that is turning or negotiating a roundabout.
Do not overtake once the driver has signalled an intention to turn. They may cut the
corner when they are turning at an intersection and before they turn they are also
legally allowed to cross over a continuous line leading up to the intersection.
Here are a few other tips for when you encounter a large vehicle or one carrying an
oversize load on the road:
 generally, they need more space than a car when stopping, so be courteous
and avoid overtaking and then cutting in at traffic signals, roundabouts and other
locations where traffic queues occur;
 they accelerate slowly, so be patient as the driver has to move through many
gears to get going; and
 when a large vehicle is turning on to the road you are on, keep back from the
intersection as it will require more road space to make the turn.



Truck drivers and drivers of other large vehicles have a difficult task when reversing,
so give them plenty of room to move.

,I\RXFDQ¶WVHHWKHYHKLFOH¶VVLGHPLUURUVWKHGULYHUFDQ¶WVHH\RX


7UDIILFDQG5RDG6LJQV

Today’s roads are typically shared by a number of different road users and a variety of
vehicles. Therefore, it is necessary for all road users to observe traffic and road signs,
as well as signs and devices for road works and special purposes.

7KHWUDI¿FVLJQVRQ:$URDGVXQLYHUVDOO\DSSO\WRDOOURDGXVHUV


5HJXODWRU\6LJQV

These serve the purpose of controlling traffic. These signs PXVW be observed.

Please Note:
 In a built up area where there are no speed limit signs, the maximum speed
permitted is 50 km/h.
 On a freeway where the speed limit is 100 km/h and there is no heavy traffic or
abnormal weather conditions, the minimum speed permitted is 80 km/h.





:DUQLQJ6LJQV

Warning signs alert road users of possible danger ahead. When you see a warning
sign slow down. At times advisory speed signs are displayed with warning signs. If
there is such a sign you should slow down to at least the speed on the sign.

.DQJDURRV



*XLGH6LJQV

These help you find your way around. They give directions, distance, routes and
information on road user services and points of interest.





6LJQVDQG'HYLFHVIRU5RDG:RUNVDQG6SHFLDO3XUSRVHV

These signs warn you about temporary hazards. They are used when road works
are in progress. They guard against damage to vehicles and protect the road. Pay
particular attention to the signs including any speed limits that are displayed.

If you spot a road hazard please report it to Main Roads by calling 138 138 or clicking
on the link “report a fault” at the website www.mainroads.wa.gov.au
In addition to the signs above, in WA there are only two traffic signs that are specific to
motorcycles. These are shown below:

“Parking area for motorcycles only” “Additional caution is required on the road ahead”



7UDIILF&RQWURO6LJQDOV

Traffic control signals are a safe way of deciding who goes and who stops at an
intersection. They are there to protect you and to regulate traffic.
Always obey the signals facing you. It is an offence not to obey them. When nearing a
set of traffic control signals be prepared to stop, if necessary.
You cannot do a U turn at an intersection with traffic control signals unless there is a
‘U TURN PERMITTED’ sign.





/LJKW6LJQDOV

Traffic control signals always have the coloured lights in the same order.
 5HG means STOP.
When the light is red, you must wait behind
the stop line marked on the road near the
signal.
 If there is a traffic sign facing you with the
words ‘LEFT TURN ON RED PERMITTED
AFTER STOPPING’, you may turn left, if you
can do so safely. Watch out for and give way
to pedestrians and other traffic. Remember,
you must always stop at the red light first.

 <HOORZ warns you that the signal is about to
change to red. If the light is yellow as you
approach it you are required to STOP, IF YOU
CAN DO SO SAFELY.
 *UHHQ means that you may cross the
intersection provided it is safe to do so.
Watch out for vehicles disobeying the traffic
control signals because many serious crashes
are caused by vehicles driving through
intersections against a red light.
Watch out for pedestrians who may still be
crossing the road.

The flashing yellow light at intersections with traffic
control signals indicates that the signals are not
working properly. Do not confuse these with Pelican
Lights (see 8.3.3) which provide safe crossing for
pedestrians. If there is a flashing yellow light at an
intersection, you should treat the intersection as if it
is XQFRQWUROOHG and GIVE WAY to the RIGHT. If it is
a T junction and you are at the terminating road you
must GIVE WAY to the LEFT and RIGHT. Remember
to look out for pedestrians.





$UURZ6LJQDOV

Some traffic control signals have arrows in addition to circular lights. These are used to
control the movement of traffic intending to turn at the intersection.
If you are going straight ahead, obey the main circular lights.
If you are turning, obey the arrow signal that is
pointed in the direction that you plan to turn:
 5HGOLJKWZLWKJUHHQDUURZ means you
may not go straight ahead, but you may turn
in the direction of the arrow, if it is safe to
do so. Remember, you must give way to all
pedestrians crossing at the intersection.

 *UHHQOLJKWZLWKJUHHQDUURZ means you
may either go straight ahead or turn in the
direction of the arrow, if it is safe to do so. If
the green arrow disappears and no red light or
arrow appears, you may start to proceed – but
only if it is safe to do so.

 *UHHQOLJKWZLWKUHGDUURZ means that you
may go straight ahead, if it is safe to do so.
However, you may not turn in the direction of
the arrow.





3HOLFDQ6LJQDOV

A pelican crossing works like a normal traffic control
signals, except that it has an extra phase –a flashing
yellow light. Do not confuse pelican signals with flashing
yellow lights at intersections (see 8.3.1), which indicate
that the lights are not working.
7KHIODVKLQJ\HOORZOLJKWDWDSHOLFDQFURVVLQJ
PHDQVµ352&((':,7+&$87,21¶ It tells you
that you may go ahead, unless there are pedestrians
crossing. If there are, you must give way to them.


2I¿FHU'LUHFWLQJ7UDI¿F

When there are unusual traffic flows, or if the power is cut, a police officer or other
authorised person may be on duty to manage the traffic flow. You should get into the
correct lane and indicate clearly where you want to go.

<RXPXVWFRPSO\ZLWKWKHGLUHFWLRQRIDSROLFHRI¿FHU
RURWKHUDXWKRULVHGSHUVRQ
Their directions overrule:





traffic control signals;
‘STOP’ and ‘GIVE WAY’ signs;
the ‘give way to the right’ rule; and
arrows or other markings on the road surface.



5DLOZD\&URVVLQJV

Railway crossings present an additional hazard for motorcyclists because of the
changes in riding surface. Railway crossings can be dangerous, especially when the
crossing does not have flashing lights or boom gates.

5HPHPEHUWKDWWUDLQVFDQQRWVWRSTXLFNO\±HYHQXQGHU
HPHUJHQF\EUDNHVDORDGHGWUDLQFDQWDNHRYHURQHNLORPHWUHWR
VWRSDQGLWFDQQRWVZHUYHWRDYRLGDYHKLFOHRQWKHWUDFNV
Always be alert for signs that show you are approaching a railway crossing. If there
are no lights or boom gates, ORRN and OLVWHQ for any trains that may be approaching
and be prepared to slow down, give way or stop. On crossings in country areas,
always look out for a train – they GRQRW always run to set schedules.

<RXPXVWREH\DOOWKHWUDI¿FUXOHVVWDWHGRQDQ\FURVVLQJVLJQV





:KHQ\RX0XVW6WRS

You must stop before a rail crossing when:
 you are directed to do so by a railway employee, police officer or other authorised
person and you may only proceed when told to do so;
 you can see or hear a train coming and there is any possibility of a collision;
 there is a ‘STOP’ sign at, or near, the crossing. (If there is a ‘STOP’ line marked
on the road, you must stop before it. If there is no ‘STOP’ line, you must stop
before the ‘STOP’ sign);
 warning bells or flashing red lights are operating;
 boom gates are down; or
 when traffic ahead of you prevents you from completely clearing the crossing
safely.

,IWKHUHLVQRµ6723¶OLQH
RUµ6723¶VLJQWRVKRZ
\RXZKHUHWRVWRSDOZD\V
VWRSZHOOFOHDURIWKH
FURVVLQJ DWOHDVWWKUHH
PHWUHVIURPWKHQHDUHVW
UDLO 5HPHPEHUWKHWUDLQ
FDQEHXSWRRQHPHWUH
ZLGHUWKDQWKHWUDFNVRQ
ERWKVLGHV
You must QRW
 stop or park at any rail
crossing within 20 metres
of the nearest rail (either
before or after) unless there
are parking control signs that
allow you to do so; or
 ride through, around or under
any gate, boom or barrier at
a rail crossing, either when
it is down or being raised or
lowered.



8.4.2

:KHQ\RXFDQ5LGH2Q

You can ride on when:
 the lights and bell have stopped flashing and ringing;
 you are certain there are no more trains coming (be aware that a second train
may be coming from the opposite direction);
 you are sure you can safely clear the crossing; or
 you are directed to do so by a railway employee, police officer or other authorised
person.



/LQHVRQWKH5RDG

There are two keep left rules that are very important. They are for your safety and that
of other road users. One rule relates to when there are no lanes marked on roads and
the other is when there are lanes.
On roads without marked lanes, motorcycle riders are exempt from the “keep left” rule
and may ride away from the left side but left of the centre of the road or centre line.
However, if you are driving a slow moving vehicle, pull well over to the left to allow
following traffic to overtake.


5RDGVZLWK7ZRRU0RUH/DQHV

If the speed limit that applies to a road is 90km/h or higher or there are ‘KEEP LEFT
UNLESS OVERTAKING’ signs installed, you are not permitted to ride in the right lane
of these roads unless:






you are turning right or making a U turn and giving a right turn signal;
you are overtaking another vehicle;
the adjacent left lane is a special purpose lane such as a bus lane or bicycle lane;
the left lane is a left turning lane and you are travelling straight ahead; or
other lanes are congested with traffic.



/DQH/LQHVDQG'LYLGLQJ/LQHV

Different road markings have different meanings. Markings that are used to mark
lanes (lane lines) or separate traffic travelling in opposite directions (dividing lines) are
particularly important.



 %URNHQOLQHV
Broken lines are used to mark lanes for
traffic travelling in the same direction or to
mark dividing lines on roads. Where there
is a broken white line on the road, you may
cross the line to either overtake or to change
lanes, provided it is safe to do so, see 8.12
for more information on overtaking.

 6LQJOHFRQWLQXRXV XQEURNHQ ZKLWHOLQHV
Single unbroken lines are used either to
mark edge lines, lane lines or dividing lines
(centre lines) on roads. Where there is a
single continuous dividing line (centre line),
you must not cross that line except to leave
or enter the road or turn at an intersection or
U turn.
Where the line is between lanes travelling in
the same direction (lane lines) you must not
cross the line to change lanes.
Where the line is an edge line, you may
cross the edge line to stop, enter or leave a
road, or pass on the left side of a vehicle
turning right.
 'RXEOHFRQWLQXRXV XQEURNHQ OLQHV
These lines are used as dividing lines
(centre lines) on roads. You must not
cross these lines to overtake but you can
cross them to turn right at an intersection,
U turn or enter or leave a road if it is safe
to do so.

YOU



 &RQWLQXRXVOLQHDQGEURNHQOLQH
FRPELQDWLRQV
These combinations of lines are used to
mark dividing lines on roads where it may
be dangerous to overtake. Where there is a
continuous line marked on your side of the
road and a broken line marked on the other
side, you must stay to the left of both lines.

YOU

If the broken line is on your side (to the left)
of a continuous line then you may cross the
lines to overtake, turn right, U turn or enter or
leave the road if it is safe to do so.

 0HUJLQJODQHV
When two lanes merge into one lane (and
this might also be indicated by signs such as
‘LANE ENDS MERGE LEFT ‘or ‘LANE ENDS
MERGE RIGHT’ or ‘FORM ONE LANE’, or
symbolic warning signs) you must give way
to another vehicle if any portion of it is ahead
of your vehicle. You should indicate that you
are merging by using your indicator or hand
signal. Remember to keep a safe distance
between yourself and the vehicle in front and
take turns to merge.

 $UURZVRQWKHURDG
If you are travelling on a road with arrow
markings, you must drive in the direction of
the arrows unless you are able to change to
another lane where another direction can be
followed. In this diagram, you must turn right.
Car A may turn right or go straight ahead.

YOU



 &KLOGUHQ¶VFURVVLQJ
When the children’s crossing
attendant extends the flags, you
must stop before the stop line if
there is one and wait until the flags
are removed before driving on. You
must not enter a children’s crossing
if the road beyond it is blocked by
traffic.

 3HGHVWULDQFURVVLQJ ]HEUD
FURVVLQJ
You must give way to all pedestrians
on a pedestrian crossing. On some
roads, zigzag lines are painted
before the crossing to indicate you
are approaching one.

 .((3&/($5DUHD
You must not stop your vehicle on a
section of road that has the words
‘KEEP CLEAR’ written on it.

 6LQJOH\HOORZOLQH
A ‘NO STOPPING’ area may be
marked with a single yellow line on
the edge of the road. You must not
stop your motorcycle next to or on a
single yellow line unless you are held
up by traffic.





,QGLFDWRUVDQG+DQG6LJQDOV

Indicators and hand signals are an effective way to communicate with other road users.
You may be planning to stop, change lanes or turn, but unless you let other drivers know,
you can cause problems to other traffic. Always be consistent and considerate toward
other road users by using your indicators/signals at the appropriate times.
You must indicate/signal your intention before:









turning left or right;
making a U turn;
changing lanes;
pulling out to overtake;
pulling out from a kerb or stationary position;
moving back after you have overtaken a vehicle;
moving to the left or right; or
slowing down or stopping.



7\SHVRI,QGLFDWRUV6LJQDOV

There are three types of indicators/signals:
 %UDNH/LJKWV
You must give a signal of your intention to stop. Brake lights warn other road users
that you are slowing down or stopping. Your brake lights must be clearly visible at
all times, including in sunlight and at distances of up to 60 metres.
 )ODVKLQJ,QGLFDWRUV
You must give sufficient warning to other drivers and pedestrians of your intention
to turn or diverge right or left, change lanes or overtake another vehicle.
What is ‘sufficient warning’ depends on the circumstance. It is about providing
adequate warning of your intentions so that other road users can take the
appropriate safety precautions. For example:
On high speed roads, indicating may be necessary for several hundred metres,
while on low speed roads, a much lesser distances may be sufficient.
If you are starting from a stationary position at the side of a road, you must indicate
for at least 5 seconds prior to driving on. You must also give way to following or
overtaking traffic. Do not drive on until it is safe to do so. Remember to turn the
indicator off after the turn/movement has been completed.



 +DQG6LJQDOV
These must be used if your vehicle is not equipped with a stop light or flashing
indicators when:
-

slowing down;
stopping;
turning left;
turning right; or
overtaking another vehicle.

)RUH[DPSOHF\FOLVWVPXVWVLJQDODOHIWWXUQE\SXWWLQJ
RXWWKHLUOHIWDUP7KLVVLJQDOPD\DOVREHXVHGE\
PRWRUF\FOLVWVDQGPRSHGULGHUV


,QGLFDWLQJ6LJQDOOLQJDW5RXQGDERXWV

Roundabouts have several exit points. Enter a roundabout only when there is a safe gap
in the traffic and no risk of a crash. When turning left at a roundabout, approach from the
left lane, indicate/signal left, stay in the left lane and exit in the left lane.



When WXUQLQJULJKWat a roundabout, approach from the right lane, indicate/signal right
and stay in the right lane. Indicate/signal left, if practicable, as you are passing the exit
before the one you wish to use. When leaving the roundabout, exit in the right lane.

You do not need to indicate or signal when you are approaching a roundabout if you
are JRLQJVWUDLJKWDKHDG. Unless the road markings show otherwise; approach the
roundabout from either the left or right lane and ULGHLQWKDWODQHWKURXJKRXWWKH
URXQGDERXW
Indicate/signal left if practicable, as you are passing the exit before the one you wish
to use. Exit in the same lane in which you entered (that is, exit in the left lane if you
entered in the left lane or the right lane if you entered the roundabout in the right lane).



If you are using the roundabout to make a IXOOWXUQ 8WXUQ , that is, to turn back into
the same road from which you entered the roundabout, follow the instructions for
turning right.

Generally, take care when you ride in a roundabout, especially when you are changing
lanes and exiting and watch out for:
 vehicles that are leaving the roundabout;
 vehicles that are making a full turn; and
 bicycles, long vehicles and other motorcycles.





5LGLQJRQD)UHHZD\

There are a number of special road rules and conditions that apply to freeways. Before
you ride on a freeway make sure you are confident in your ability to ride at freeway
speeds. As freeway speeds are higher than those normally permitted on roads in ‘builtup’ areas, it is even more important to be aware of what is happening around your
vehicle.
The following hints may help you:
 check your mirrors frequently and check your blind spots before changing lanes;
 indicate/signal well in advance of changing lanes, entering or exiting the freeway.
You must give way to traffic in the lane you are moving into and only move when
it is safe to do so. Move gradually but positively to your selected position on the
freeway;
 be smooth and courteous when merging with other traffic. During merging you
must give way to another vehicle if any part of the other vehicle is ahead of your
vehicle. Keep a safe distance between yourself and the vehicle in front;
 keep a lookout for directional signs. The sooner you spot them, the better
prepared you will be to get into the correct lane. Move into the lane you want as
soon as practicable but remember, where the freeway speed limit is 90km/h or
higher, do not use the right lane unless you are overtaking or when other lanes
are congested;
 in conditions of reduced visibility, such as rain, fog or smoke, reduce your speed
and increase your following distance. Ensure your headlights are on low beam so
that other drivers can see you; and
 if your vehicle breaks down on a freeway, pull into the emergency stopping lane
or onto the nature strip. Switch on your hazard lights if applicable, stay well away
from traffic lanes. Be very careful when you re-enter the traffic flow. Remember to
give way to all traffic and indicate for at least 5 seconds before moving out onto
the road.

0RSHGVWUDFWRUV RWKHUWKDQSULPHPRYHUV ELF\FOHV
DQGDQLPDOVDUHQRWDOORZHGRQWKHIUHHZD\
3HGHVWULDQVDQGF\FOLVWVDUHQRWDOORZHGRQIUHHZD\V
H[FHSWRQSDWKV
Also, when riding on a freeway, you must not:





enter the Bus or Bus/Taxi lane (unless you are authorised to do so);
stop unnecessarily;
reverse your vehicle, or make a U turn;
stop on the median strip, nature strip or emergency stopping lane (except in
an emergency or to help another disabled vehicle); or
 carry an oversize load.





(QWHULQJD)UHHZD\

Before getting on the freeway:
 be sure that your vehicle is roadworthy, has more than enough fuel for the journey,
and that any load is secure;
 plan your journey in advance – know your entry and exit points before getting on
the freeway;
 adjust your speed as you ride along the entry ramp;
 make sure you are not entering the freeway at a sharp angle;
 ride your vehicle so that you merge smoothly with other traffic; and
 be sure to clearly signal your intentions. You need to indicate right before and
while you are merging to the right or indicate left before and while merging to the
left. Remember to turn off your indicator when the merge is complete.



$SSURSULDWH6SHHGVIRU)UHHZD\5LGLQJ

Freeways are designed for higher speed traffic flow than that allowed on standard
roads. You must not exceed the speed limit indicated on signs.
Riding too slowly can cause dangerous situations on a freeway, so you are required
to travel at a speed that is no more than 20 km/h below the posted speed limit (unless
traffic, weather or visibility conditions prevent you from doing so). For example, if the
speed limit is 100km/h, you are not allowed to travel slower than 80km/h (unless the
road, weather, visibility, traffic and other conditions require you to travel slower).





([LWLQJWKH)UHHZD\

Select the correct lane for your destination well in advance of the exit and also indicate
your intention to leave the freeway well in advance. When safe to do so, move
gradually but positively into the exit lane.
Slow down as you are entering the exit ramp and adjust your speed so that you are
prepared for driving in suburban or city conditions beyond the ‘END OF FREEWAY’
sign.









5LGLQJWKURXJK,QWHUVHFWLRQV

There are different types of intersections and for each type there are rules which help
to reduce the danger.

.QRZWKHUXOHVVWD\DOHUWDQGGULYHDWDVDIHVSHHG


&RQWUROOHG,QWHUVHFWLRQV

A controlled intersection is an intersection that has:





traffic control signals;
a ‘STOP’ or ‘GIVE WAY’ sign;
a roundabout; or
a police officer or other authorised person directing traffic.

$WDQLQWHUVHFWLRQFRQWUROOHGE\WUDIILFFRQWUROVLJQDOVbe prepared to stop if the light
changes to yellow or red.
$WDQLQWHUVHFWLRQFRQWUROOHGE\Dµ*,9(:$<¶VLJQ, give way to all traffic travelling
along or turning from the intersecting road.
$WDQLQWHUVHFWLRQFRQWUROOHGE\Dµ6723¶VLJQ, you must stop your vehicle and give
way to all traffic travelling along or turning from the intersecting road.
You should notice a line marked across the road before the intersection where there
are ‘STOP’ signs. You must stop at the line. If for some reason you have to stop back
from the ‘STOP’ line, you must stop again as close as you can before the line when
you move forward.
If there is no line, stop as close to the intersection as practicable before entering it.
Give way to all traffic coming from the left or right, including turning vehicles. In the
diagram below you must give way to vehicle A and C. Vehicle B must give way to
you, vehicle A and vehicle C.



:KHQD3ROLFHRIILFHURUDQDXWKRULVHGSHUVRQLVGLUHFWLQJWUDIILFfollow their
directions. Their directions overrule traffic control signals and signs. If their back is
towards you, you must stop your vehicle and wait for instructions before driving on.


8QFRQWUROOHG,QWHUVHFWLRQV

Uncontrolled intersections are those without:
 traffic control signals, a ‘GIVE WAY’, or ‘STOP’ sign, or roundabout; or
 a police officer or authorised person directing traffic.
The rules for uncontrolled intersections that help to make them safer are:
 at a four way intersection you must give way to the vehicle on your right, whether
you are turning or going straight ahead;



 at a three way intersection, as shown, you must give way to vehicle A and B that
are travelling on or turning from the continuing road; and
 If you are turning right at any uncontrolled intersection you must also give way to
oncoming traffic travelling towards you or turning left.

.HHSLQWHUVHFWLRQVFOHDU
Do not enter an intersection when a queue
of traffic prevents you from fully exiting
on the other side. Stop before you enter
the intersection so that you do not block
crossing traffic.
In the diagram, you must stop before the
intersection. This allows vehicle A to cross
the road.



7UDIILFRQ5RXQGDERXWV

At a roundabout, you must:
 give way to all traffic already on the
roundabout;
 enter only when there is an adequate and
safe gap in the traffic; and
 always travel in a clockwise direction.



 0DQDJLQJ7XUQV
Turning in front of oncoming traffic is dangerous. Always ensure that the turn can be
made safely, without interfering with the progress of oncoming vehicles. When waiting
to turn across traffic, keep your wheels in the ‘straight ahead’ position. This will avoid
you being pushed across into the path of oncoming traffic should you be struck from
behind.
Indicate/signal for a sufficient distance prior to turning or diverging left or right to warn
other drivers and pedestrians of your intentions. Make sure you give as much warning
as possible.
What is a sufficient distance depends on the circumstances. If you are travelling at
high speed, a sufficient distance may be several hundred metres.
The rules when making a turn are as follows:

 turning vehicles must give way to
pedestrians;
 when turning OHIW you must:
indicate/signal before you turn
and move close to the left side
of the road;
when ‘turning lanes’ are
marked, move into the lane
marked for left turns;
look out for cyclists and give
way to them if you are crossing
a bicycle lane or shoulder of
the road;
give way to pedestrians and
turn only when it is safe to do
so; and
keep close to the left of the road after turning.



 when turning right you must:
-

-

-

-

indicate/signal before you turn;
when lanes are not marked,
move as close as possible to
the left of the centre of the
road and turn to the right of the
centre of the intersection;
when turning right into a
multi-lane carriageway (where
turning lanes are not marked)
the driver can enter the
carriageway in any lane that is
to the left of the centre of that
carriageway, provided it can be
completed without interference
to other traffic;
on a one-way street, turn from
the right side of the road unless
there are turning lanes marked
that allow alternate turning; and
give way to pedestrians and
turn only when it is safe to do so.

 87XUQV
When making a U turn, the correct procedure is to:






check your mirrors;
check for following traffic by glancing over your shoulder;
indicate/signal your intentions;
give way to all pedestrians and traffic; and
turn only if it is safe to do so.

You must not make a U turn:
 unless the turn can be made safely and without interfering with the movement
of other traffic;
 if there is a ‘NO U TURN’ sign;
 at traffic control signals (unless there is a ‘U TURN PERMITTED’ sign); or
 on a freeway.



 7XUQLQJDWD0XOWL/DQH,QWHUVHFWLRQ
When turning at a multi-lane intersection:
 move into the correct lane early, do not
change lanes at the last moment;
 do not cross unbroken lane lines;
 be in the correct position on the roadway
before the intersection; and
 if you are in a lane marked with an
arrow, you must go in the direction of the
arrow.
Remember, turn only when you can see
clearly – large vehicles such as buses, trucks
and vans may block your view of approaching
traffic.

 &KDQJLQJ/DQHV
A high percentage of crashes occur when vehicles change lanes. This is because
drivers are often unaware that another vehicle is already in the lane into which they
wish to move.
To change lanes safely you should:
 check your mirrors;
 indicate/signal to change lanes for a sufficient distance to warn other drivers
of your intentions before beginning your manoeuvre (the higher the speed the
greater the indicator/signalling distance you must give);
 glance over your left or right shoulder to make sure there is not another vehicle in
your blind spot;
 check for other drivers who may also be moving into the lane; and
 give way to vehicles already in the lane you are entering.

1HYHUFKDQJHODQHVZKLOHJRLQJWKURXJKRUDSSURDFKLQJ
DQLQWHUVHFWLRQDQGZKHUHWKHOLQHEHWZHHQODQHVLV
DFRQWLQXRXVRQH
If someone in front of you indicates/signals that they wish to change into your lane be
courteous and let them in.



 2YHUWDNLQJ
Overtaking other vehicles is one of the most dangerous driving manoeuvres.

2QO\RYHUWDNHZKHQLWLVVDIHWRGRVR,I\RXDUHQRWVXUHZDLW
You must ensure that you do not exceed the speed limit while overtaking a vehicle and
you that do not cross continuous lines. You must not overtake where there is a single
continuous line, continuous line on the left of a broken line, or double continuous lines.
You can overtake a vehicle on the right when you are both travelling in the same
direction and it is safe and legal to do so.

You can overtake a vehicle on the left only when:
 you are directed to do so by a police officer or other authorised person;
 you are on a one-way carriageway or a multi-lane road with two or more lanes
travelling in same direction and it is safe to do so; and
 a vehicle is indicating/signalling that it is turning right.



You must not overtake another vehicle when:
 it has slowed down or stopped at
a railway, pedestrian or children’s
crossing;
 it has stopped at an intersection
(unless the driver signals that they are
turning left or right) and it is safe to do
so;
 there is a ‘NO OVERTAKING’ sign; and
 you are nearing a blind bend or the
crest of a hill, or you do not have a
good view of the road ahead.



You must not cross single continuous dividing lines or continuous dividing lines on your
side of broken lines or double continuous dividing lines, to overtake another vehicle.



To overtake safely you must:
 JHWDJRRGYLHZRIWKHURDGDKHDG Make sure you have plenty of time and
space to return safely to the correct side of the road after overtaking;
 ORRNEHKLQGDQGWRWKHVLGHRI\RX. Before overtaking, check your mirrors and
glance over your shoulder (to check your blind spots), another vehicle may be
overtaking you;
 LQGLFDWHVLJQDOIRUDVXIILFLHQWGLVWDQFH before you pull out to overtake;
 NHHSWRWKHVSHHGOLPLW You must not exceed the speed limit when overtaking
another vehicle; and
 PRYHEDFNLQWROLQH You must ensure you are safely clear of the vehicle(s) you
have overtaken and signal your intention to return to the correct side of the road
before you do so.
When you are being overtaken you should move to the left to allow plenty of clearance
for the overtaking vehicle. You must not:
 increase your speed until the overtaking vehicle has completely passed you; or
 ride in a way that prevents a vehicle from overtaking or passing you.
Basic rules for safely overtaking oversize and large vehicles:
 be prepared for cross winds that you may encounter;
 be patient, take your time and stay back several car lengths without crossing the
centre of the road;
 when you see that it is safe to pass - indicate/signal, move out, accelerate and
overtake quickly and positively, keeping in mind the road, visibility, weather
conditions and speed limit;
 use your left indicator when you are about to return to the left side of the road;
 after overtaking, maintain your speed. Do not overtake and then cut in and slow
down. This forces the other driver to brake and lose momentum;
 allow for on-coming vehicles – they may be travelling faster than you think. Only
overtake when the road ahead is clear – waiting a few seconds could save your
life;
 never attempt to overtake a truck or other large vehicle on a curve or hill where
visibility is limited, even when the vehicle is moving slowly;
 make good use of overtaking lanes to overtake trucks and other large vehicles;
 be ready for the wind buffeting you as you pass; and
 be extra careful after dark.

'RQRWRYHUWDNHDQRYHUVL]HRUODUJHYHKLFOHLIWKHGULYHU
KDVVLJQDOOHGDQLQWHQWLRQWRWXUQ



Many oversize vehicles are accompanied by a pilot vehicle. The pilot vehicle has two
rotating yellow lights and warning signs on its roof. Pilot vehicles usually travel at a
distance in front of the oversize vehicle to warn approaching drivers.
When passing an oversize vehicle accompanied by a pilot vehicle coming from the
opposite direction:
 slow down and remain at a slow speed until the oversize vehicle passes or stop if
directed to do so by the driver of the pilot vehicle;
 cooperate with the driver of the pilot vehicle when he or she signals you to move
over. The oversize vehicle may need to be in the centre of the road; and
 if you move off the bitumen, reduce speed and watch for guide posts that may
indicate a deep culvert. Be especially careful if the edge of the road is wet.
When passing an oversize vehicle from behind be aware that if there is only one pilot
vehicle, it will be in front of the oversize vehicle, and the driver will not be able to see
you at the rear. Be patient and wait for a safe opportunity to pass. Usually the oversize
vehicle will periodically pull over and stop to allow traffic to pass.
If there is also a rear escort vehicle, you should take directions from the person driving
that vehicle. Drivers of pilot vehicles are authorised traffic wardens – you must obey
their lawful directions. It is also helpful to talk to the pilot or escort vehicle driver using
a CB radio to find out if it is safe to pass (Use UHF channel 40).

 6WRSSLQJDQG3DUNLQJ
There are a number of places where stopping a vehicle can be dangerous to the rider
and passengers and to other vehicles or to pedestrians.
You must not stop;
 at intersections (unless signs allow you to stop);
 within 20 metres of an intersection with traffic lights (unless signs allow you to
stop);
 within 10 metres of an intersection without traffic lights (unless signs allow you to
stop);
 within 20 metres of the approach side and 10 metres of the leaving side of a
pedestrian or children’s crossing;
 between another stopped or parked vehicle and the centre of a road;
 in bus lanes, bus/taxi lanes or bicycle lanes;
 within one metre of a fire hydrant or fire plug;
 within 20 metres of the approach side and 10 metres of the leaving side of a bus
stop;
 within 20 metres of a railway crossing;
 on a bridge or in a tunnel;
 within 3 metres of a public letter box;



 on a median strip or path;
 in CLEARWAYS during the times shown on the signs
(see 8.13.1);
 on Freeways (except in an emergency or if you have
broken down or helping someone who has broken
down - in which case you must stop in the emergency
stopping lane or on the nature strip);
 where there are ‘NO STOPPING’ or ‘NO STANDING’
signs (as shown) or a single yellow line along the
edge of the road. (‘NO STANDING’ is the same as
‘NO STOPPING’); or
 on the road on crests or curves where the vehicle is
not visible to an overtaking driver for at least 50 metres in a ‘built-up’ area or 150
metres outside a ‘built-up’ area.
 &OHDUZD\V
Clearways are sections of roads where you cannot stop vehicles during certain times
of the day or night. Clearways allow the traffic to flow more easily during peak traffic
periods.
Clearways are marked by a special sign (as shown) consisting of a large white ‘C’ on
a red shield or on a parking meter. The times stated on signs tell you when you cannot
park. This is usually during the morning and/or evening peak traffic periods.

Parking your vehicle in a clearway will slow down the traffic flow. The penalties for
doing so are high and can include heavy fines or your vehicle being towed away.
 3DUNLQJ
To ‘park’ means to permit the vehicle to remain stationary whether the vehicle is
attended or not - except for the purpose of avoiding conflict with other traffic, complying
with another law, or picking up or setting down passengers or goods (for a maximum of
2 minutes).



Examples of parking signs are shown. Before
you park your vehicle, you must decide whether:
 it is safe to park in this spot;
 it is it legal; and
 it may cause trouble to other road users.

You must not park your vehicle, or any part of your
vehicle where stopping is not permitted as indicated
above or in the following places:
 in front of a right-of-way, passage or private
driveway;
 in a ‘NO PARKING’ area (sign as shown)
(except for up to 2 minutes to pick up or put
down goods or passengers); or
 in parking bays for people with disabilities.
(Bays marked with the blue international
symbol (as shown) are reserved for holders of
a current ACROD parking permit). Misuse of these bays can result in a fine.
Before you move into a parking space:





check for traffic behind you;
check the ground is level and firm;
slow down; and
give correct signals.

When parking in a confined space:






pull alongside, and parallel to, the car you wish to park behind if applicable;
check your blind spots;
manoeuvre the vehicle backwards very slowly;
apply the brake;
stop when the vehicle is within the designated area and/or not vulnerable to other
traffic; and
 park at an angle, if appropriate.



When parking in an open space where you can ride forward into it:








check your mirrors;
indicate/signal;
check your blind spots;
ride forward into the space;
apply the brake;
park parallel or at an angle as appropriate; and;
stop when the vehicle is within the designated area and/or not vulnerable
to other traffic.

Completing the manoeuvre:
 if you are riding a vehicle with manual transmission select a low gear (typically
first gear);
 switch off the engine;
 release the clutch; and;
 apply the stand.
Always apply the steering lock and remove the ignition key when you are leaving your
vehicle. Consider using a brake disc lock and/or padlock and chain especially when
parking in areas that are visible to the public.
After you park, you should look out for other traffic, cyclists and pedestrians before
dismounting.
When parking in a two-way street, you must park as close as practicalbe with one wheel
to the left boundary of the street. Unless signs indicate otherwise, you may park on
either side in a one-way street.



Before pulling out from a parking spot:






make sure you are in the correct gear;
do not allow the vehicle to roll back;
check your mirrors and blind spots for other traffic,
indicate/signal for at least 5 seconds; and;
ride off smoothly into a safe gap in traffic.

5(9,(:48(67,216

Q1

Which statement is
correct?

Cyclists have an
equal right to use
the road as other
vehicles

Q2

If the traffic lights
at a four way
intersection are
not working and
the amber lights
are flashing, what
should you do?

Give way to your
left

Cyclists are not
permitted to use
roads unless they
are marked with
cycle lanes
Give way to your
right

Cyclists have to
give way to all
other traffic

Q3

How can railway
crossings pose an
additional hazard
to motorcyclists?

The road markings
can dazzle
motorcyclists

They are harder
for motorcyclists
to see

By changes in the
riding surface

Q4

When two lanes
merge, who has
right of way?

The vehicle on
the left

The vehicle on the
right

The vehicle with
any portion ahead
at the merge point

Stop and wait
for the lights to
resume

*5FH
'5B5;=B;
A9F;9B7=9G



Like any road user you will, at some point, experience unexpected events that present
varying degrees of complexity and danger. Your training and riding experience is
crucial for handling/responding in an appropriate manner to such emergencies.



&ULWLFDO6NLOOVLQ0DQDJLQJ(PHUJHQFLHV
$QWLFLSDWLRQ

Develop your awareness of situations that can be caused by you, other road users or
animals (especially wild animals) – anticipation will become easier with time, but that is
all the more reason to be aware of it when you begin riding.
3ODQQLQJ
Match your riding style to suit the weather conditions or decide how to exit the road
in an emergency. Being prepared. Developing your abilities might help you when you
most need it, for example if you have to run over small objects or through a pothole.
(PHUJHQF\%UDNLQJ
This needs a great deal of practice. The quickest way to stop a motorcycle is to:





make sure you are upright and you are travelling in a straight line;
close the throttle;
progressively apply pressure to both brakes;
squeeze the front brake lever and push down on the rear brake pedal until
maximum braking is achieved; and
 pull in the clutch just before you stop.
0DQDJLQJ6NLGGLQJ
Skidding occurs when one or more tyres loses normal grip on the road and causes an
involuntary movement of the vehicle. It can be caused by travelling at an inappropriate
speed for the situation, excessive acceleration, harsh braking, coarse steering and
slippery, oily surfaces.
Skidding is a scary incident, especially for less experienced riders. While going into
the skid, riders can be instinctively tempted to either accelerate in order to get over the
skid fast or brake to stop. Depending on the nature of the skid, often the safest option
is to remain calm, hold your motorcycle steady and maintain the same speed you were
riding with when going into the skid.



6ZHUYLQJ
When facing an obstacle on the road, you need to be prepared to swerve quickly
around unexpected obstacles, such as potholes, any objects left on the road or oil
spills. This may involve the use of counter steering (see 7.3.9).
&RUUHFWLRQRI0HFKDQLFDO3UREOHPV
While on the road, you may encounter a range of unanticipated mechanical problems,
for example wobbling, a broken chain, stuck throttle, tyre blow-out or seized engine.
You should be aware of what to do if such situations arise, for example:
 if you sustain a broken chain or sudden tyre blow-out, you should ease of the
throttle and roll to a stop; or
 if your throttle sticks in traffic you should immediately pull the clutch lever in and
apply the cut-out switch. The clutch lever should also be applied if the engine
seizes up to prevent locking of the wheels and losing control.
A good instructor will be able to advise you how to address and respond to these
situations as well as how to prevent them.
([LWLQJWKH5RDGLQDQ(PHUJHQF\
When exiting the road in an emergency you should always ensure that your escape
path is clear and that you make your exit at an appropriate speed.

(YHU\QHDUPLVVRURQWKHURDGLQFLGHQWQHHGVWREHVHHQDVDQ
RSSRUWXQLW\WRUHHYDOXDWHDQGLPSURYH\RXUULGLQJVNLOOV
If you spot a road hazard please report it to Main Roads by calling 138 138 or clicking
on the link “report a fault” online at www.mainroads.wa.gov.au



5HVSRQVHWRDQ(PHUJHQF\5HVXOWLQJIURPD&UDVK

A crash is something you will always try to avoid. However, should you be involved in
one, you must know what to do. If you are involved in a crash \RXPXVW
 stop immediately;
 help anyone who has been injured but before doing so, check that your actions do
not put yourself or others in danger;
 send someone for help if required or dial 000 for Emergency Services, including
Ambulance (if any one was injured); Police, and Fire fighting vehicles (if there was
a spillage of petrol or oil on the road surface;



 give your name, address and number plate to the owner or driver of the other
vehicle. If property has been damaged, give the owner of the property your
particulars as well;
 report the crash to the Insurance Commission of Western Australia. You can do
this by telephoning 9264 3333 (in Perth) or, if you are in a regional area,
you can call 1800 643 338. The crash can also be reported online
at www.crashreport.com.au; and
 provide the name and address of all drivers, number plates of all vehicles, time,
date and location of the crash.

,I\RXGRQRWVWRSWKHSHQDOWLHVDUHVHYHUH<RXFDQEH
LPSULVRQHGORVH\RXUGULYHU¶VOLFHQFHEH¿QHGRUDFFUXHGHPHULW
SRLQWV
,I\RXDUHLQYROYHGLQDFUDVKZKHUHVRPHRQHKDVEHHQLQMXUHG
\RX0867VWRSLPPHGLDWHO\DQGKHOS
<RX0867UHSRUWWKHFUDVKWRWKHSROLFHLIDQ\RQHZDVLQMXUHG
DQGRUWKHUHZDVPRUHWKDQGDPDJHWRDQ\RI
WKHYHKLFOHVLQYROYHGDQGRUSURSHUW\ LQWRWDO RULIWKHRZQHU
RIWKHGDPDJHGSURSHUW\LVQRWSUHVHQW
If you are removing a wrecked or damaged vehicle from a road, you must also remove
any glass or other destructive, injurious or dangerous substance or items that have
fallen on the road from that vehicle. If anyone is injured, the person who removes the
vehicle from the road is responsible for removing any dangerous or loose material.

,WLVHVVHQWLDOWKDW\RXUYHKLFOHLVOLFHQVHGWRHQVXUH\RXDUH
FRYHUHGE\WKLUGSDUW\LQVXUDQFHZKLFKSD\VPHGLFDOELOOVIRU
SHUVRQVLQMXUHGDVDUHVXOWRIDURDGUHODWHGLQFLGHQW
<RXFDQDOVRSD\WRLQVXUH\RXUYHKLFOHZLWKDQLQVXUDQFH
FRPSDQ\7KH\PD\SURYLGHDVVLVWDQFHZLWKSD\PHQWRIDQ\
YHKLFOHUHSDLUFRVWVLQWKHFDVHRIDFUDVK


+HOSLQJ3DUWLHV,QMXUHGLQD&UDVK

:KHQVRPHRQHLVLQMXUHGWKH¿UVWIHZPLQXWHVDIWHUDFUDVK
DUHYLWDO8QWLOWUDLQHGKHOSDUULYHV\RXUNQRZOHGJHRI¿UVW
DLGPD\VDYHDOLIH



If an injured person is not treated immediately they may die, for example from a
blocked airway or they may bleed to death. Consider undertaking a first aid course so
you are prepared to help at the scene of a crash.
+RZFDQ\RXKHOS"
Remember the St John Ambulance Australia Action Plan, µ'56$%&'¶









'anger;
5esponse;
6end for help*
$irway;
%reathing;
&PR; and
'efibrillation.

*6HQGIRUKHOS has been recently added; It means calling 000 or asking a bystander to make a call

'DQJHU
Before approaching an injured person, check whether there is any danger to yourself
first, then bystanders, and then the injured person.
To mark and protect the scene of an accident you should position your motorcycle to
be seen and switch on hazard warning lights or indicators. It might be appropriate to
send someone to warn approaching traffic, and call or send someone for help.
In order to reduce danger, turn off the ignition or disconnect the battery of the
damaged vehicle, secure the damaged vehicle by putting on the handbrake (if it has
one), put out all burning cigarettes, and prevent others from smoking near the crash
site. Stay away from fallen power lines. Do not touch the vehicle or occupants if live
wires are in contact with the vehicle.

,IWKHVFHQHRIWKHFUDVKLVVDIHDQGWKHUHLVQRLPPHGLDWH
GDQJHUWR\RXUVHOIRURWKHUURDGXVHUV\RXFDQDWWHPSWWR
KHOSWKHRWKHUSDUW\LQYROYHGLQWKHFUDVK
'RQRWPRYHLQMXUHGSHRSOHXQOHVVWKH\DUHLQGDQJHU
)RUH[DPSOHLIWKHYHKLFOHLVRQ¿UHRUWKH\DUHLQWKH
SDWKRIWUDI¿F
'RQRWDWWHPSWWRUHPRYHWKHKHOPHWIURPWKHLQMXUHGULGHU±
\RXPD\ULVNFDXVLQJLQMXULHVWRWKHQHFN



5HVSRQVH
 Check whether the injured person is conscious.
 Talk to them and reassure them.
 If there is no response, gently squeeze their
shoulders. If there is still no response,
go to the next step.

$LUZD\
 Check whether the injured person’s airway is clear.
 Open the airway by tilting the head back and
support the jaw and lift slightly.
 Gently turn them onto their side.
Turn mouth slightly downwards, clear out any vomit,
fluid or broken teeth with your fingers.

Check for breathing for ten seconds
Do this by looking for chest movement, listening for
breathing and feeling for breath on your cheek. You
should be hearing at least two breaths in ten seconds.
If the person is breathing, stabilise them in the recovery
position with their airway open as illustrated.
If the casualty is not breathing, go to the next step.



%UHDWKLQJ





If the injured person is not breathing:
gently return them onto their back;
lift their jaw and tilt their head back to open the airway;
pinch the injured person’s nose;

 take a deep breath, seal the casualty’s mouth with
yours and give them two effective breaths. Watch
for the rise and fall of the chest between breaths;
 check for signs of life.

 if the casualty has signs of life place in the recovery
position, as illustrated below,
 if no signs of life commence CPR.



&35
If the injured person is unconscious and trapped in the car,
you can still perform CPR:
 clear the airway if necessary;
 gently tilt the person’s head back and support it with
your hands;
 check for breathing. If the person is not breathing give
two effective breaths.
 if no signs of life commence CPR.
 NOTE: tilt seat back as far as possible to allow for
better access and positioning, continue CPR until
signs of life.
If the person begins to breathe, support him or her in the
upright position, making sure the airway is always clear.

,IWKHLQMXUHGSHUVRQLVDQLQIDQW
 clear the airway;
 support the jaw, but do not tilt the head backwards;
 cover both the child’s mouth and nose with your
mouth; and
 blow in very small puffs because a child’s lungs are
much smaller than those of an adult and can easily be
damaged by large breaths. Do this every three
seconds.
6LJQVRIOLIH
Check whether the person has any signs of life:
 look for any movement including swallowing or
breathing;
 observe the skin colour of the face.
 if there are no signs of life carry out cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation (CPR);



Give 30 compressions followed
by two effective breaths;

Continue compressions until
trained help arrives

5HVWDQGUHDVVXUHWKHLQMXUHGSHUVRQ
Do not make the injuries worse by moving the person unnecessarily.
However, there are times when you must move the casualty.
Move the casualty only if:
 they are in danger, such as from fire or traffic;
 their position makes it impossible to give first aid; or
 they are unconscious and breathing and must be placed in the
recovery position.
Do not leave the injured person alone, unless you are the only person
on the scene and need to seek help. Place a breathing unconscious
person in the recovery position. This assists their breathing. Always
continue to monitor the airway, breathing and circulation.
If the injured person has any injury to the arms or legs, make sure
these are not under them or bearing weight, if at all possible. Give the
injured person reassurance and keep them warm and comfortable.
Visit the St John Ambulance web site at www.stjohnambulance.com.au
and complete the interactive clicktosave First Aid course.
This information has been provided by St John Ambulance Australia (WA).



:KHQWKHLQMXUHGSHUVRQLVEOHHGLQJ
To stop external bleeding (any visible bleeding from a wound):
% apply direct pressure to the wound. Use whatever is available, for example, your
hands or an item of clothing;
% if an arm or leg is bleeding, raise it to reduce blood flow to the area;
% if you have a cloth, use it to make a pad and cover the wound, then bandage it;

%
%

never remove the original dressing. This will only disturb the clot that is forming.
If bleeding continues, put more pads over it;
if pieces of metal, glass or wood are found in the wound apply pressure to the
surrounding areas but do not remove object. If a broken bone is protruding apply
pressure to the wound edges only.

If the person is bleeding from the ear, lay them on their side (bleeding side down) with
a pad under the ear. If the person is bleeding from the nose, apply direct pressure on
the soft lower part of the nostril, sit the person up and lean the head forward.
If you are consider learning First Aid you can find more information online
at www.redcross.org.au or www.stjohn.org.au.



5(9,(:48(67,216
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

What must you do
if you are involved
in a crash where
an injury has
occurred, or if
there is more than
$3,000 damage
done to vehicles
and/or property
(in total), or if
the owner of the
damaged property
is not present?
What is the first
thing you must do
if you are involved
in a crash?
The St John Action
plan for first aid
uses the acronym
µ'56$%&'¶
What does theµ$¶
stand for?
Why shouldn’t you
remove an injured
motorcyclist’s
helmet if they are
lying on the road?

Report the crash
to Police

Advise your
insurance
company as a
priority

Keep a record of
events in case
someone reports
the crash and the
Police may wish to
interview you

Report it to
the Insurance
Commission of
Western Australia
Airstrip

Stop immediately

Exchange names
and addresses

Ambulance

Airway

Because you may
damage their
helmet in the
process

Because you may
risk neck injuries
to the casualty

Because they
could catch a chill

*5FH
BGK9FG
HCH<9
,9J=9K
+I9GH=CBG



Below you will find answers to the review questions contained in sections 2 – 8.
All correct responses are highlighted.

6HFWLRQ7KH/LFHQVLQJ6\VWHPLQ:$
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Which other item
must you produce
on the day of
your practical
assessment in
addition to your
learners permit?
What is the
minimum number
of hours that are
required in the log
book stage if you
have just passed
your practical
assessment for
your first licence?
What
documentation
must you produce
when applying
to remove a
250cc motorcycle
restriction?
Whilst learning to
ride, you must:

Secondary
identification

Primary
identification

A recent bill in
your name

20

25

30

Primary
identification only

Secondary
identification only

Both primary
and secondary
identification

Display ‘L’ plates
at all times.

Display ‘P’ plates

Wear a fluorescent
vest



6HFWLRQ<RXU/LFHQFHDQGWKH/DZ
Q1

Q2

What is the penalty
for attempting to
bribe an officer of
the department in
order to obtain a
licence?
Complete the
sentence:
³'LVTXDOLILFDWLRQ´
means you…

Q3

Complete the
sentence: If your
driver’s licence is
“FDQFHOOHG´you…

Q4

Complete the
sentence: If your
driver’s licence
is µVXVSHQGHG¶
you…

Ban from
re-applying

Prosecution

A letter of caution

Are not permitted
to - hold a driver’s
licence; apply for
a driver’s licence,
or be granted a
driver’s licence
Can recommence
driving at the
end of the
disqualification
period (provided
the licence is still
current/valid)
Can only drive
for work related
activities

Have failed
your practical
assessment

Need to book
another practical
assessment to
requalify

Must inform the
Department that
an error has
occurred and can
drive again once it
is fixed

Must apply for
a new driver’s
licence when the
disqualification
ends in order to
ride again

Can recommence
driving at the end
of the suspension
period (provided
the licence is still
current/valid)

Can never drive
again



6HFWLRQ0RWRUF\FOH5XOHVDQG5HJXODWLRQV
Q1

Q2

Q3

How many pillion
passengers are
permitted on a
motorcycle that
is designed to
transport pillion
passengers?
When loading
your motorcycle it
is recommended
that you keep the
load low, forward,
balanced and
secure. )RUZDUG
refers to:
What must you
wear if you are
a passenger
being carried in a
sidecar?

One.

Two. Provided they
can fit comfortably.

As many as
possible.

Placing your load
on the front of your
motorcycle

Placing your load
above or in front of
the rear axle

Placing your load
facing forwards

Something warm

A correctly fitted
and securely
fastened approved
motorcycle helmet

Reflective clothing



6HFWLRQ<RXU6DIHW\
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

If you lose
concentration
whilst riding, what
else is likely to
occur?
What should you
do if you need
cough medicine
prior to riding?

What is the
minimum permitted
tread depth on any
tyre before it is
considered illegal?
What is
recommended
for cleaning your
helmet?

You will have quick
reflexes

Your reaction time
will be slower

You will feel ill

Ask your doctor,
pharmacist or
check the medicine
label to see if it
could affect your
riding
1.7mm

Take the medicine
an hour before
riding

Ride if you feel
alright

1.0mm

1.5mm

Industrial cleaner

White spirits

Mild soapy water

6HFWLRQ6DIH5LGLQJ6NLOOV
Q1

What should the
horn be used for?

Benefitting
pedestrians or
other road users
who have not
noticed you

To signal your
annoyance

To greet other road
users

Q2

When is it vital to
check your blind
spots?
How many
seconds are
recommended to
maintain a suitable
crash avoidance
space when
following another
vehicle in fine road
conditions?
What should you
do if another
motorist does
something that
upsets you?

Changing gear

When changing
road position

Slowing down

1.5 seconds

2 seconds

3 seconds

Sound your horn

Flash your
headlights several
times

Remain calm and
not react

Q3

Q4



6HFWLRQ5LGLQJLQ5HJXODU7UDIILF
Q1

Which statement is
correct?

Cyclists have an
equal right to use
the road as other
vehicles

Q2

If the traffic lights
at a four way
intersection are
not working and
the amber lights
are flashing, what
should you do?

Give way to your
left

Cyclists are not
permitted to use
roads unless they
are marked with
cycle lanes
Give way to your
right

Cyclists have to
give way to all
other traffic

Q3

How can railway
crossings pose an
additional hazard
to motorcyclists?

The road markings
can dazzle
motorcyclists

They are harder
for motorcyclists
to see

By changes in the
riding surface

Q4

When two lanes
merge, who has
right of way?

The vehicle on
the left

The vehicle on the
right

The vehicle with
any portion ahead
at the merge point

Stop and wait
for the lights to
resume



6HFWLRQ0DQDJLQJ(PHUJHQFLHV
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

What must you do
if you are involved
in a crash where
an injury has
occurred, or if
there is more than
$3,000 damage
done to vehicles
and/or property
(in total), or if
the owner of the
damaged property
is not present?
What is the first
thing you must do
if you are involved
in a crash?
The St John Action
plan for first aid
uses the acronym
µ'56$%&'¶
What does theµ$¶
stand for?
Why shouldn’t you
remove an injured
motorcyclist’s
helmet if they are
lying on the road?

Report the crash
to Police

Advise your
insurance
company as a
priority

Keep a record of
events in case
someone reports
the crash and the
Police may wish to
interview you

Report it to
the Insurance
commission of
Western Australia
Airstrip

Stop immediately

Exchange names
and addresses

Ambulance

Airway

Because you may
damage their
helmet in the
process

Because you may
risk neck injuries
to the casualty

Because they
could catch a chill
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Additional Class of Licence
Alcohol/Drug Related Offences
Blood Alcohol Content (BAC)
Effects of Alcohol and Drugs on Riding
Legal Limits
Penalties for Traffic Offences
“Anti-Hoon” Legislation
Blind Spots/Head Check
Braking
Braking Distance (see Survival Space)
Brake Fluid
Brake Lights
Brake Pads
Bribery
Buffering
Cables
Chain Tension
Change of Name and Address
Changing Lanes
Class of Licence
Clearways
Common Types of Motorcycles
Cruiser
Moped
Naked
Road/Trail
Scooter
Sports
Tourer
Concentration
Coolant
Crashes
First Aid
Managing Emergency
Crash Avoidance Space (see Survival Space)
Crossings
Children’s
Pedestrian
Pelican Signals
Railway
Cyclists
Demerit Points Scheme
Disqualification
Drink and Drugs

16; 23
42
31; 42
60; 62;
61
41
42
80
86
83
69
85; 86; 116
68
36
86; 89; 90;
70
67
35; 56
128
14
133
17
20
6; 14; 15; 16; 17; 20; 21; 23
19
19
17; 22; 23; 25; 26
18
18
59;
69
7; 39; 87
141
138
83; 84; 85; 87
103; 110
103; 115
103; 115
110
110
104
39; 40
36; 37; 38
36



Double or Nothing (see Good Behaviour Period)
Electrics
Emergency Vehicles
Engine Oil
Extraordinary Licence
Fatigue
Fees
Application Process for Lerner’s Permit
Hazard Perception Test
First Aid
Fork Legs
Freeway Riding
Following Distances
“Three Second Rule”
Full Licence Holders
Gap Selection
Good Behaviour Period
Give Way Rule
Intersections
Roundabouts
T-Junctions (see Managing Turns)
Graduated Licensing System
Hazard Perception Test
Head Checks
Indicating/Signalling
Roundabouts
Types of Indicators/Signals
Instructor
Interstate and Overseas Licences
Learner’s Permit
Application Process
Minimum Age
Learning to Ride
Licences
Suspension and Cancellation
Licensing System in WA
Licensing Agents
Licensing Centres
Licensing Recreational Motorcycles
Log Book
Novice Driver/Rider
Conditions of Learner’s Permit
Conditions of Provisional Licences
Eligibility to apply for a Licence
Graduated Licensing System
Hazard Perception Test
Learner’s Permit

40
70
104
68
41
60
27; 29
27
30
141
69
120; 121; 122
83; 84
82; 83
14; 23; 40
62
40
103; 105;
123; 124; 125
117; 118; 119
126
15
22; 24; 30;
80
85
117; 118; 119
85; 86
9; 21; 28; 100; 101
45; 46; 47
26
27
15; 21; 22; 24; 26
21; 22; 24; 25; 25; 28; 100
9; 10; 11;15; 35; 36; 37; 3841
37; 38
14 - 32
ii
ii
55
29; 30
15; 20; 22; 26; 39; 40
32
32
15
14; 15; 16
22; 30; 31
26



Log Book
Motorcycle Theory Test
Provisional Licences
Officer Directing Traffic
Other Road Users
Overtaking
Parking
Pedestrians
Penalty Unit
Pillion Passengers
Planning Your Route
Practical Riding Assessments
Assessors
Prior Learning and Experience
Professional Training
Proof of Identification, Age and Residency
Provisional Licences
Primary Proof of Identification
Secondary Proof of Identification
Protective Gear
Railway Crossings
Reaction Time
Recognised Countries
Response Time
Rider
Riding in Groups
Riding in different conditions
Heat Haze
Night Riding
Riding in the Metropolitan Area
Riding in the Regional Area
Riding in the Rain
Roadcraft
Road Positioning
Road Traffic Act 1974
Roadworthiness of the Motorcycle
Roundabout
Rules
Motorcycle-Specific Rules
Road Rules and Regulations
Traffic Signs
Safe Riding Skills
Stopping
Braking
Survival Space
Reaction and Response Time
Road Surface

29
9; 21; 22; 26
31
110
103
129; 130
133
103
41; 42;
52
73
28
28
16
100
27
31
27
27
62
110
82
47
82
7
95
71
72
73
54
55
72
78
85
2; 21; 35; 37; 38; 42; 56
65
125
50
51
9; 35; 36
105
79
132
98
83
82
87



Weather Conditions
Speed Management
Vehicle Specification
Steering and Counter Steering
Survival Space
Suspension of the Licence
Towards Zero
Traffic and Road Signs
Guide Signs
Regulatory Signs
Road Works and Special Purpose Signs
Warning Signs
Traffic Control Signals
Light Signals
Arrow Signals
Turning
Tyres

71
81
14
98
83
36; 37
1
105
106
105
107
106
107
108
109
91; 81;
66
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